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Hundreds said fciUed in Nepal 

KATMANDU (AP) — Police opened ftre on a crowd Of pro-democracy 
dnnuurtrUms wrfM m Friday t o ward s the royal palace in thb Himalayan 
bfagdom’s capital, wttoesaes said. They said faondreds of people were IdBed 
and woonded. Bands of protesters calling for greater democracy also tried 
to set fee to gOTtnuutut tmildlnyi and the booses of poUrtriann loyal to 
Cog Birendra. The anny moved into the capital. Soldiers armed with 
aatouatk weapons patroBed hi tends and on foot. Staccato bursts of 
pntfiit tchoed through the dtj. Oorate of tear-gas logged the streets. At 
sondown, a Ma efcoo t pl imwd by the opposition plunged the capital into 
darkness. Pro-democracy de m o ns t r ations erapted in other parts of Nepal 
despite the dbu aii w i of Che cabinet and royal pro clama t i on approving 
negotiations with the protester* (see page 8). Witnesses reported that 
security forces kflkd seven people and wounded scorn in Batwai, 195 
kflottetres west of Katman d u . Two others were kffied in ^ to 
Pokhara, 260 IdBaeaetxca nort h we st of the capital, other witnesses said. 
Wltncsse* speaking from lanakpor said police fired on crowds in that city, 
bet there were no reports of casualties. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1-50 riyais; LAE 1.50 dirham 


„ Pakistani speaker 

begins visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of 
the Pakistani Upper House of 
. PariiamcntWasim Sajjad and an 

accompanying delegation arrived 
in Amman Friday in a three-day 

* official - visit to Jordan daring 
which lie wfll be received by His 

“ Majesty King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hirisan. Sajjad will also bold 
talks with Upper House of Pariia- 
J moot Speaker Ahmad Ai Lawzi 

oo bilateral relations. Upon arriv- 
al at Queen Alia International 
Airport Sajjad praised relations 
between Pakistan and Jordan and 
said that his visit to the Kingdom 
cranes as a consolidation for these 
ties. He said that his talks with 
Lawzi would deal with various 
issues of common interest to both 
countries ami the latest develop- 
“•4- merits - in the Arab and intema- 

* tional scenes. Sajjad was received 

! ! at the airport by Lawzi, a number 

of Upper House of parliament 
members and the Pakistani 
ambassador to Jordan. 

Bush reaffirms 
commitment 
to peace efforts 

: ' WASHINGTON (USIA) — 

i President George Bush Thursday 

unders c o r ed the administration's 
commitment to Middle East 
peace efforts during a meeting at 
the White House with members 
: erf a bipartisan congressional dc- 

: _• legation, led by senators Howard 

hSetzenbanm and Robert Dole, 
that is going to the Middle East. 

- F tawat er said die president dis- 

cussed UJS. policy objectives, 
“stressing the overall oae of 
wantuigto pursue the peace pro- 
cess.** -The g ro up “basically out- 
fined where they were going... 
who they were going to be meet- 
K - hfM%md-Bdicated that-they 
were hopeful also tbaty they 
could be helpful in the peace 
process,*' the press secretary 
noted. Asked if the president had 
any message for the group to 
relay to any Middle Eastern lead- 
ers, including new Israeli offi- 

* date, Fitzwater replied. “He gave 
them the general message that we 
want to pursue the peace process, 
tod we’re hopeful that any new 
government is able to move for- 
ward with us in that area.** 

Krenz slapped 

KARLSRUHE, West Germany 
(R) — Former East German 
C ommunis leader Egon Krenz 
was twice slapped in the face by 
an angry East German immigrant 
when he appeared in public to 
promote a book he has written on 
the Communists* fall from power, 
a newsaper said Friday. A crowd 
of about 100 people chanted “Not 
a penny for turncoat Krenz and , 
“Criminals out*’ when Krenz ; 
!’• stepped out of a car at a book I 

- f store in Karlsruhe Thursday, the , 

daily Badische Neueste Nachrich- 
\f ten said. Krenz, who took over 
for only six weeks as East Ger- 
man leader after his mentor, Sta- 
finfct boss Erich Honeeker, was 
' ousted last October, was trying to 
-promote his book “Wenn 
"... Mauexn Fallen,” (When Walls 
‘ Fail). About 30 policemen 
shielded Krenz on his way in to 
the shop, but an East German 
. . immigrant came dose enough to 
flic former Communist hardliner 
• fo dap him in the face twice, the 
- : _ ne wspap er said. Police detained 
Ote attacker but released him 
V after checking his identity. It was 
s not known whether charges 
would be made. 

Romanian trial 
delayed 

BUCHAREST (AP) — The trial 
of deposed communist dictator 
KcoUe Ceansesco's brother was 
r . suspended Friday after he denied 
“ - Aootingr seven people and giving 
-..ontere to 1ri0 protesters during 
' > - the December revolution. The 
^ pftnd of three military judges 
ordered the trial of Nicolae 
'!■ Androta Ceaosescu suspended 
. WttflAprfl 26 after boffiprosecn- 
t km and defence asked for tune 
to investigate new forensic evi- 
dence made available since court 
' proceedings opened Monday. 
Andruta Ceansescn, 66, the for- 
’• ' toiareoeunander of the academy 
, _ txaimag the dreaded Securitate 
“• secret :potice, is charged wife 


Royal commission on 
national charter to be 
named very shortly 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A royal oommiSBoa 
entrusted with drawing up the 
proposed national charter is ex- 
pected to be announced very 
shortly and the panel wQl include 
personalities from the far left to 
the extreme right, according to 
informed political sources. 

Dozens of political figures, in- 
cluding parliamentarians, scho- 
lars, intellectuals, former officials 
and political activists were con- 
sulted by the Royal Court over 
the past few days with the pur- 
pose of inducting them in the 
commission, the sources said. 

Although die exact number of 
members in the panel is not 
known yet, it is expected that it 
will include between 40 and SO 
personalities “representing all 
shades of the political spectrum” ■ 
as promised by His Majesty King 
Hussein, said one of the sources. 

The proposed national charter 


is expected to serve as a guideline 
to regulate political life in the 
Kmgdom as a prelude to legalis- 
ing political parties, which have 
been banned since 1956. 

According to the sources, repre- 
sentatives of the Muslim Brother- 
hood, the three main Marxist- 
oriented groups in the country — the 
Jordan Communist Party (JCP), die 
Jordan People's Democratic Party 
(JPDP) and the Jordanian wing of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (FFLP) — and pan-Arab 
nationalists were among those 
already consulted by the Royal 
Court. 

Representatives of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and die leftist parties 
confirmed to the Jordan Times that 
their respect iv e groups had accepted 
to serve in die committee. 

Islgmist Deputy Yousef Ai A them 
mill that five Islamists, inrfurfing four 
Lower House members, were 
approached for appointment to the 
committee. 

The four, according to Muslim 
Brotherhood officials, are: Deputies 
Atbem. AbduOah Akayieh, Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat and Majed Khalifeh. 


Member of the Lower House of 
Parliament Ishaq AI Farhan is be- 
lieved to be the fifth. 

Sources dose to the FFLP said that 
Deputy Tbeeb Marji was approached 
for appointment to the committee 
representing the group wfaOe JPDP 
confirmed that its General Secretary 
TayseerZibri was a pro sp e c tiv e mem- 
ber. 

Communist Deputy Issa Mdanat, 
who is currently in Citrus talcing part 
in a meeting of the International 
Parliamentary Union, is expected to 
represent the JCP in the panel. 

According to the information avail- 
able to the Jordan Times, among 
those expected to represent the pan- 
Arab nationalist trend, including the 
two factions of the Baath party, are 
Amin Shukyr, Muna Sbukyr, and 
Deputy Mohammad Fares Tarawndi. 
Samir Habarimeh will represent non- 
Baathist pan-Arab treads, said a 
source, 

Otlher sources said, however, that 
the names of aO members of the 
committee were not fmniiw*! 

The incl u s i on of the leftists in the 
a w nmi t iw. indicated a shift in the 

(Continued ob page 5) 


Accord paves way for 1991 debt rescheduling 

Jordan gets IMF green light 
to secure $369 million in loans 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
cleared the way for Jordan to 
launch negotiations to resche- 
dule its debt and interest pay- 
ments due in 1991 and to secure 
loans totalling $369 million dur- 
ing fiscal year 1990. 

“We have agreed on the 
(financial and monetary) poli- 
cies to be implemented in 1990, 
and are assured of support from 
the IMF and other (backing) 
which wfll enable ns to secure 
the support of other parties,” 
Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh told the Jordan limes 
Friday. He did not elaborate. 

A joint statement issued 
Thursday by the Ministry of 
Finance and the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) following five 
days of talks between Ministry 
of Finance officials and an IMF 
delegation said the agreement 
covered $44 million in IMF 
standby credit, a $150 million 
loan from the World Bank, 


another loan from the Japanese 
government for the same 
amount, and $25 milli on from 
the West German go vern ment 
(Earlier -figures indicated that 
tiie West German loan was $17 
milli on. Ministry of Finance 
sources said Thursday that the 
extra $8 million was “recyded** 
into the latest agreement from 
an earlier arrangement with 
Bona). 

The statement, carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said the IMF gave its approval 
to Jordan to resched ul e debt 
repayments, due in 1991, totall- 
ing $650 million, and a major 
part of the interest doe totalling 
$450 million. 

Although the two sides 
reached agreement, “the 
accord announced Thursday is 
still tentative and has to be 
approved by the Coundl of 
Ministers and the IMF's board 
of trustees,” CBJ Governor 
Mohammad Saeed Nabulsi told 
the Jordan Times Friday. “This 
is expected in the next week or 
so,” he said. 


Bush, Shevardnadze 
finalise May summit 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush and 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze met for two hours 
Friday to prepare for a superpow- 
er summit the Soviet envoy said 
“will become a major event in 
world affairs.” 

Shevardnadze predicted a wide 
range of agreements at the sum- 
mit between Bush and Soviet 
Pr esiden t Mikhail Gorbachev in 
the United States beginning May 
30. 

He also said a “mutually 
acceptable” solution was possible 
on the issue of German nirifica- 
i tion. 

Shevardnadze delivered a let- 
ter to Bush from Gorbachev that 
dealt with arms control. White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter said, declining to provide any 
details. He called the meeting 
“cordial and productive.” 

On other issues, Shevardnadze 
said the Soviets were wilting to 
implement an agreement for 
direct flights of Jewish refugees to 
Israel provided Israel gave assur- 
ances they would not be settled in 
the occupied territories. 

On Thursday night, a Soviet 
official specified the occupied ter- 
ritories referred to East Jeru- 
salem, tiie West Bank and Gaza 
Strip- 

The Soviet envoy also sog- 


nomwal diplomatic ties with Israel 
after a 23-year lapse — depend- 
ing on what he called “the overall 
Middle East stnation.” 


The Soviets have consistently 
demanded that Israel hold nego- 
tiations to create a Palestinian 
state and refinquisb aO the land 
tiie Jewish state occupied in tiie 
1967 war. 

Shevardnadze's White House 
session with Bush ran twice as 
knag as initially planned. 

‘This talk was not only rather 
lengthy but also rather substan- 
tive,” Shevardnadze said. 

Earlier Friday, U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker said tiie 
Soviets had eased off their de- 
mand that the merged Germany 
be neutral but continued to ob- 
ject to its membership in the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO). 

“We were equally firm in our 
view that the unified Germany 
must remain a member of NATO 
and that that would indeed pro- 
vide stability, which is, after all, 
one of the major results that we 
aO seek from tiie unification of 
Germany,” Baker said. 

As an alternative, West Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Hans- 
Ketrich Gemcher has proposed 
keeping NATO troops from en- 
tering what is now East Germany 
even though the merged country 
would be part of the Western 
alliance. 

Shevaxdnacfee, standing under 
an umbrella in a rain-swept drive- 
way, told reporters agreements 
being prepared fin- tiie summit 
deal with arms control, trade 
relations, cooperation in science 
and space. 


According to Nabulsi , Jordan 
hopes to increase its foreign 
exchange reserves by at least 
$100 million by the end of 1990 
over the 1989 figure of $500 
million and he indicated the 
IMF standby credit could be 
used to boost reserves while the 
World Bank and Japanese 
loans were essentialy meant to 
finance imports, i.e. help the 
Kingdom’s balance of payment 
for the year 1990. 

The $44 million IMF standby 
credit is released in tranches of 
$11 million each, subject to 
Jordan meeting the targets set 
in the economic restructuring 
programme. According to 
Thursday's statement, two of 
tiie tranches — supposed to 
have been paid on the first and 
second quarters of the year had 
tiie IMF review talks been com- 
pleted earlier as originally sche- 
duled — will be released before 
tiie mid of June. The remaining 
$22 million will be released 
after another round of review 
talks with the IMF. 

(C ontinu ed on page 5) 

E. German 
coalition 
talks make 
progress 

EAST BERLIN (AP) — An East 
German leftist party and a con- 
servative alliance have cleared 
away some ideological differ- 
ences in efforts to build a broad 
coalition government, the ADN 
news agency said Friday. 

Christian Democratic leader 
Lothar de Maine re, whose party 
holds the most seats in parlia- 
ment, was asked to fry to form a 
government during Thursday's 
inaugural session of the new 
legislature. 

The East German lawmakers 
chose Christian Democrat Sabine 
Bergmann-Pofal to serve as par- 
liament president. She said she 
hoped tiie legislators do “justice 
to our responsibilities and that we 
soon sit in a common German 
parliament.” 

De Maizierc is frying to resolve 
dif fe rences over reunification and 
build a broad coalition from the 
11 parties represented. His suc- 
cess would speed the merger of 
the Gentian states, the principal 
issue in tiie country’s first free 
elections March 16. 

The Christian Democrats are 
part of a conservative alliance, 
that also includes Democratic 
Awakening and the German So- 
cial Union, The affiance has tried 
to ally with the left-leaning Social 
Democrats, which won the 
second most seats in tiie election. 


Gazan 

shot 

dead 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian was 
shot to death by Israeli soldiers in 
a dash over the sealing of a 
mosque by tiie Israeli occupation 
authorities and an Israeli 
was stabbed in the Muslim quar- 
ter of Jerusalem’s Old C3ty, re- 
ports said. 

Jerusalem's 15,000 Christians 
said Friday they would curtail 
Palm Sunday celebrations for a 
third year because of the 28- 
month-old Palestinian uprising. 

“The fractional Palm Sunday 
procession... will not be cele- 
brated in the normal way. It will 
be marked in the spirit of holy 
pilgrimage,” the Latin patriar- 
chate said in a statement 

Thousands of Christians from 
I the occupied West Bank, and 
I Israel and pilgrims from abroad 
usually take part in a three- 
kilometre procession from the 
Mount of Olives to a church 
inside tiie walled Old City. 

The Latin patriarchate will sub- 
stitute a silent procession for the 
annual festive inarch commemor- 
ating Jesus's triumphal entry to 
Jerusalem five days before his 
crucifixion. 

A 35-year-old Jew was stabbed 
Friday in the Old City near the 
religious seminary where be stu- 
dies, police said. 

The Jew, who was armed and 
wore a religious skullcap, was in 
fair condition in hospital.; 

Police closed off the seven 
gates to the Old City and rounded 
op" about 80 Palestinians in a 
search for the attacker. 

Palestinians view the Jewish 
seminary in the Muslim quarter 
of the Holy City as a provocation. 
The last Israeli stabbed there was 
a woman soldier attacked in 
January. 

The dash in the Gaza Strip 
came outside the great mosque in 
Khan Yunis, which was welded 
shut by soldiers Wednesday as a 
hotbed of uprising activity. 

Arab reporters said Palestinian 
youths gathered outside the 
dosed budding to pray Friday 
and a stone-throwing confronta- 
tion with troops broke out. 

The victim was identified as Ah 
Suleiman Urbiya, 17, of the Khan 
Yunis refugee c amp . Officials at 
Nasser hospital in Khan Yunis 
said be was hit with a single bullet 
in the chest. 

Hospital officials said six other 
Palestinians were treated for 
wounds from robber-coated steel 
balls, inducting four hit in the 
face. 

An army spokesman confirmed 
there was an incident in Khan 
Yunis but had no details. 

Also Friday, 10 Israeli peace 
activists chained themselves sym- 
bolically to the five-metre tall 
fence around the Dbeisbeh re- 
fugee camp near Bethlehem. The 
activists carried signs saying “Lift 
your op pre ss i on from Dbeishe” 
and “Don’t be afraid, we are with 
you.” 

Israel Radio reported that 
-Sheikh B&ssam AI Sbarah, a spir- 
itual leader of Islamic groups in 
the occupied West Bank, was 
detained by Israeli forces in a raid' 
on his home near Ramaltah. 


ACC calls for nuclear- free Mideast 

Mubarak: Iraq has no 
aggressive plan on Israel 


CAIRO — President Hosni 
Mubarak on Friday said he had 
the personal assurance of Saddam 
Hussein that he wants only to 
defend Iraq and has no aggressive 
intentions towards Israel. 

“The Iraqi president has no 
intention of going to war at all. 
Not with Israel and not with 
Iran,” Mubarak said. 

“He has spoken with me repe- 
atedly about the peaceful 
approach. I have absolutely no 
doubt that he is bent on peace 
and is not a man of war or a 
starter of war.” 

Egypt and Iraq are members of 
the Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC), -which also includes Jor- 
dan and North Yemen. 

Foreign ministers of the four 
countries met in Amman, 
Wednesday and stated their fall 
solidarity with Iraq. Their state- 
ment called for a nuclear- 
weapons-frec Middle East and 
for Israel to sign the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty of 1968. 

Mubarak had not commented 
previously on an international 
furor caused by Hussein’s speech 


last Monday in which be said Iraq 
has binary chemical weapons and 
would us against Israel if attack- 
ed. 

“I regret the current campaigns 
against Iraq which have been 
escalating without justification,*' 
Mubarak told reporters after Fri- 
day noon prayers at a military 
base near the Suez Canal city of 
Suez. The Middle East Agency 
distributed his remarks. 

Before Hussein's speech, Iraq 
already had been at the centre of 
two recent international rows. 

Several people were arrested in 
London last week on suspicion of 
trying to smuggle to Iraq triggers 
for nuclear bombs. Baghdad de- 


nied it has nuclear weapons and 
said it needed the triggers for 
other scientific purposes. 

On March 15, Iraq’s execution 
of Faizad Bazoft, an Iranian- 
born, British-based reporter con- 
victed of espionage, also trig- 
gered outrage in mucb of the 
West. 

Mubarak said Hussein's state- 
ments about reprisal with chemic- 
al weapons were prompted by 
“the campaign against him that 
be regarded as pressure or 
threat.” He said Hussein has told 
him as much since his speech last 
Monday. 

The Egyptian president said 
(Continued on page 5) 


ACC leaders exchange views 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Thursday con- 
tacted Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and exchanged views 
with him on the current Arab situations and the outcome of the 
meeting of the foreign ministers of the Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) member states held in Amman Wednesday. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein Friday called Mubarak. Mubar- 
ak lauded Iraq’s position -in facing challenges confronting it. 


Pope meets Arafat, reaffirms 
support for Palestinian homeland 


VATICAN CITY (Agencies) — 
Pope John Paul told Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat be sop- 
ported a Palestinian homeland in 
a 20-minute meeting Friday 
which touched off strong p rotests 
from'internatiOnai Jewish orga- 
nisations. 

The Pope supports both a 
Palestinian homeland and Israel's 
right to exist within secure bor- 
ders. but recognises neither Israel 
nor the Pales tinian state declared 

in 1988. 

Meeting the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) leader 
on the last day of his visit to Italy 
and the Vatican, the Pope called 
for “mutual understanding, (and) 
respect for each other's rights and 
fears” between Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

He told Arafat negotiations 


should “bring an end to suffering 
and let each people live in peace, 
freedom, dignity, and tranquility 
in their own homeland, open to 
collaboration with the other peo- 
ples of the region.” 

The International' Jewish Com- 
mittee on Inter-Religious Con- 
sultations (UCIC) has told the 
Vatican the audience threatened 
to open a new rift in Jewish- 
Catholic relations. 

In an apparent response a Vati- 
can statement said Pope John 
Paul has repeatedly condemned 
“violence carried out through ter- 
roristic means and reprisals.” 
Arafat was granted the audi- 
ence because the pontiff felt it a 
fundamental part of the papal 
role to promote dialogue that 
could lead to peace, the state- 
ment said. 


It was the third time the two 
have met. 

Arafat, wearing his green milit- 
ary uniform and famili ar Arab 
head dress, was taken to the 
Vatican under the heavy security 
which has characterised his visit 
to Italy. He met the Pope in his 
private study in the Apostolic 
Palace. 

Arafat, who met French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand and for- 
mer U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
in Paris Wednesday, was to con- 
clude his visit to Italy with a visit 
to Assisi, birthplace of St. Fran- 
cis. 

The Israeli embassy has also 
protested at the high-level wel- 
come Italy has given Arafat, by 
far the most cordial of his four 

(Continued on page 5) 


Knesset to meet Wednesday 
to vote on Peres’ government 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
President Chaim Heizog Friday 
threw his support behind a grow- 
ing public campaign for electoral 
reform, expressing solidarity with 
army reserve officers who are 
staging a hunger strike to push for 


By Friday, at least 70,000 
Israelis had signed petitions do- 
manding a change in the conn- 
fry’s electoral system. A wide 
range of political, religious and 
student organisations urged their 
members to attend a protest rally 
in Tel Aviv Saturday. 

“The momentum is enor- 
mous,” said political science pro- 
fessor Ehud Sprmzak, organiser 
of the campaign. “We are frying 
*to galavanise it into a huge poli- 
tical movement.” 


The protest came as the left- 
leaning Labour Party tried to 
form a ruling coalition, and the 
rival right-wing Likud bloc 
moved to torpedo Labonr's 
efforts. 

Critics have accused both 
Labour and Likud of using offers 
of government money and politic- 
al jobs to entice small ultra- 
orthodox political factions to one 
side or tiie other. 

- Labour leader Shimon Peres 
announced earlier this week that 
he had put together a majority in 
the 120-member parliament, but 
he would not identify his backers. 
Israel Radio reported that 
Labour has signed a deal with 
Likud defector Avraham Sbarir, 
a former tourism mini ster. 

On Friday, Labour reportedly 


tried to persuade four wavering 
Sbarir associates to also abandon 
Likud. Peres has offered one of 
the associates, Economics Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Modai, the key fi- 
nance ministry in a Labour gov- 
ernment, the radio said. 

Modai sought offers from Peres 
after several Likud leaders re- 
fused his demands for a $2.5 
million bank guarantee to back 
up the party's promise to make 
him a Likud cabinet minister. 

Israel's parliament speaker has 
agreed to recall the Knesset (par- 
liament) from recess next week . 

Parliament Speaker Dov Shi- 
Iansfcy accepted Peres’s request 
to allow parliament to vote on a 
labour-led government, but he 
set the day for Wednesday after a 
holiday. 


Deputies urge Arab panel to boost Hrawi 


RABAT (Agencies) — Lebanese 
Christian deputies urged Arab 
peacemakers Friday to streng- 
then President Elias Hrawi’s 
army to enable him to extend his 
authority to the Christian en- 
clave, diplomatic sources said. 

Michel Sassm, George Saddeh, 
and Nasri Maalcraf — all of whom 
signed last year's Arab League- 
backed Taif accords — met offi- 
cials of Algeria, Morocco, and 
Saudi Arabia to seek fresh sup- 
port for the stalled peace bid. 

The initiative has ran aground 
over the refusal of rebel Genera! 
Michel Aoun to relinquish power 
in the Christian enclave to an 
internationally recognised bead 
of state. 

“Aoun is the obstacle to die 
plan's implementation, so tiie 
next stage is to give the president 
as the symbol of Lebanese legi- 
timacy tiie means to deal with 
that obstacle,** an informed 
source said. 


Aoun, who commands 15,000 
regular soldiers, Thursday fo ugh t 
one of the fiercest battles for a 
month with rival Christian war- 
lord Samir Geagea. 

Geagea this week called on 
Hrawi to intervene to end two 
months of bloodshed in the, 
Christian enclave. 

The foreign mutisteis of Alger- 
ia, Morocco, and Saudi Arabia — 
the three countries acting as Arab 
League mediators — were to 
meet again late Friday to draw up 
a report on the situation. 

It will be passed on to their 
respective beads of state before 
and decision is taken, diplomatic 
sources said. 

The Iraqi and Syrian foreign 
ministers, whose countries bade 
opposing sides in the inter- 
Christian battle, have also arrived 
in Morocco to attend an Orga- 
nisation of Islamic- Conference 
(OIC) meeting. 

The OIC meeting has been 


called to coordinate strategy 
a gainst increased emigration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. 

Meanwhile, forces of Aoun 
and Geagea duelled with howit- 
zers and tank cannon for control 
of their tiny enclave, one tenth 


the size of Lebanon. 

The thuds of exploding shells 
resounded across Beirut and the 
mountains northeast of the city 
and smoke billowed from blazing 
buildings. Ambulances sped 
through the streets. 
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MGC.MOUSA GHOZLANI SCO. 


NEW PREMISES & 
CHANGE OF TELEPHONE 


MGC-MOUSA GHOZLANI & CO. announces 
that its new offices are now located at Jabal 
Amman, Rrst Circle, Abu Sham Building, 2nd 
floor, with Tel. No. 611555 and Fax No. 61 1677. 
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Immigration raises fears of Israeli 
threat to Egypt, others — A1 Ahram 


CAIRO (AP) — A leading editor Friday escalated 
Egypt’s campaign against mass movement to Israel 
by Soviet Jews, writing that the Jewish state may try 
to accommodate them by seizing land from Egypt 
and its other Arab neighbours. 


By including Egypt, Ibrahim 
Nafei of the government-owned 
Ai Ahram implied a possible 
threat to Israel's 1979 peace trea- 
ty with Egypt, its only one with 
an Arab country. 

For months. President Hosni 
Mubarak and other Egyptian offi- 
cials have condemned the influx 
of thousands of Soviet Jews into 
Israel. Commentators in state- 
owned and opposition media 
have been even more virulent. 

But until the comments by 
Nafei, a Mubarak confidant who 
customarily reflects government 
thinking, the criticism focused on 
an alleged threat to the West 
Bank and Gaza, Arab lands occu- 
pied by Israel since 1967. 

In his weekly front-page col- 
umn, Nafei coupled his express- 
ion of concern with criticism of 
both the United States and the 
Soviet Union. 

Under the title “Major Con- 
spiracy,” Nafei wrote: 

“What is the secret behind this 
terrible Israeli octopus? What is 


the secret of this octopus that 
prompts the world's two super- 
powers to compete and excel in 
the service of Israeli aims?” 

An accompanying cartoon de- 
picted Uncle Sam tootling on a 
flute is the shape of a dollar sign 

and emitting do liar-sign notes. A 
cobra with a Star of David as its 
hood slithered from a jar labelled 
“Soviet Union.” 

Israeli officials have said they 
expect up to 750,000 Soviet Jew- 
ish immigrants by the end of this 
decade. U.S. President George 
Bush said this week more than 

15.000 already have arrived this 
year, compared with about 

12.000 throughout 1989. 

Nafei alleged that the immigra- 
tion problem is more massive. He 
quoted a “senior Soviet official,” 
whom he did not identify, as 
saying that about 4 million Soviet 
citizens will emigrate this year, a 
large number of them Israel- 
bound Jews. 

Sapreme Soviet Deputy 
Fyodor Buriatsky predicted last 


November that more than 

500,000 Soviet citizens would 
emigrate in 1990, more than dou- 
ble last year's volume. He said up 
to 8 million people would travel 
abroad for visits. 

‘This is another major Jewish 
exodus reminiscent of the one 
from Europe to Palestine after 
World War II. ...This time it is 
aimed at the West Bank and 
Gaza,” Nafei wrote. 

About 1.7 million Palestinians 
live in the territories Israel occu- 
pied in the 1967 Middle East war. 
Israeli officials have said only a 
few hundred Soviet immigrants 
have settled there, the rest 
staying in Israel proper. 

But Nafei predicted that the 
influx will displace or unsettle the 
Palestinians of the occupied terri- 
tories. Worse, he wrote, it will 
lead to Israeli territorial expan- 
sion, at the expense of Arab 
neighbours, to accommodate the 
immigrants. 

‘The arrival of every Jewish 
immigrant in the occupied terri- 
tories means the weakening of a 
Palestinian inhabitant’s chance to 
remain on his land,” Nafei said. 

“What will happen after those 
(Soviet) millions arrive in Israel? 
There are undoubted fears for 
Jordan, which shares die longest 
boundary with Israel. There also 


are fears for (Syrian) territory 
beyond the (Israeli-occupied) 
Golan Heights. 

“And there are feaxs that can- 
not be ignored for Egypt’s east- 
ern gate, namely Sinai.” Israel 
ruled the Egyptian peninsula for 
IS years but abandoned it in 1982 
under the Camp David accord. 

Nafei said a oondnsion is in- 
evitable that “Israeli expansion 
for settlement purposes is coming 
within a few years — This is no 
ball-gazing. It is logical reason- 
ing.” 

He criticised Washington’s 
Middle East policies, especially a 
“watering-down” of its position 
on Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza. Under former 
President Jimmy Carter, architect 
of the Egyptian-Israeli treaty, 
they were described as “illegal.” 
Current U.S. policy characterises 
them as “an obstacle to peace.” 

The editor also took issue with 
Moscow’s failure to respond to 
Arab demands to restrict the 
transfer of Soviet emigrants to 
Israel. 

And, he wrote, the Arabs them- 
selves are impotent in the face of 
the threats. 

“We seem to be unable to 
move or act, as though we are 
drugged or victims of a coma that 
pips the entire region,” be said. 


Turkey boosts security in Kurdish areas 


By Elif Kuban 

Renter 

NUSAYBIN, Turkey — Turkish 
security forces patrol the por- 
boled streets of this tense south- 
eastern town overlooking 
the Syrian frontier, part of the 
measures in the region to try to 
stem growing separatist Kurdish 
rebel violence. 

The predominantly Kurdish 
town of 80,000 people was the 
flashpoint three weeks ago for an 
upsurge in violence and protests 
after bleak winter months when 
guerrillas of the Marxist Kurdish 
Workers Party (PKK) traditional- 
ly lie low. 

“This is a people's movement 
but our .government is not 
aware,” Nusaybin’s Kurdish 
Mayor Muslum Yildirim told 
Reuters. “We do not want to be 
treated like second-class people.” 

“The government says the 
PKK threatens people in order to 
take food, water and support. 
They are mistaken. Believe me or 
not, some 95 per cent of the 
people do this willingly,” he said. 


Sait, a 17-year-old youth said: 
“They think we are terrorists 
here. We are not terrorists. We 
are not armed. 

“We were afraid of the state 
before but we cannot stand the 
physical and political suppres- 
sion. We have pit nothing to 
lose,” he added. 

Fifty-nine people have been 
reported killed in PKK-related 
violence in the southeast since the 
beginning of March, compared to 
16 during the first quarter of last 
year. 

More than 2,000 people, in- 
cluding civilians and troops, have 
been killed since mid-1984 when 
the PKK launched its violent 
independence campaign in the 
region near Iran, Iraq and Syria. 

Ankara does not recognise 
Turkey’s estimated 10 million 
Kurds — about one-in-five of the 
country's total population — as a 
minority and bans the use of 
Kurdish as an official language. 

The upsurge in violence started 
with the deth of one person dur- 
ing wide-spread protests at the 
Nusaybin funerals of two PKK 


guerrillas killed by security 
forces. 

Hayri Kozakdoglu, the civilian 
regional governor appointed by 
the government, said there was 
no collpase in confidence be- 
tween the government and the 
people. 

“The people's support for the 
PKK is not growing. There is only 
a rise in tension triggered by 
inside and outside disruptive 
forces,” he told Reuters at his 
headquarters in the regional city 
of Diyarbakir, 900 kilometres 
from Ankara. 

“We expect the rebel attacks to 
increase in the spring months... 
we are stepping up security mea- 
sures,” he added. 

In the border town of Cizre, 
100 kilometres east of Nusaybin, 
armoured cars and troop-carrying 
vehicles are on some streets. Civi- 
lian traffic between Cizre and 
Sirnak, to the northeast, is ban- 
ned for 12 hours each night from 
six p.m. 

A 36-hour curfew was clamped 
on the town after at least four 
people were killed during mass 


Kurdish protests following the 
Nusaybin dashes. Officials in- 
directly blamed the PKK for the 
Cizre deaths. 

President Turgut Qzal said last 
week the demonstrations were 
part of a plan designed to violate 
Turkey’s territorial integrity. 

Officials believe the PKK re- 
ceives at least tadt support from 
Iran, Iraq and Syria. 

“We do not want to separate 
from the Turkish Republic. All 
we want is affection from the 
state.” said Mayor Yildirun. 

Huseyin Kardas, an elderly 
Kurd in Nusaybin, said in frac- 
tured Turkish: “Peoeple are in an 
uprising now. The struggle has 
been going on for more than 10. 
years.” 

“The police are picking up 
people from homes at night, they 
question us on. the PKK," be 
added. 

“Why do they pester us when 
we say we are Kurdish while they 
can proudly say they are Tur- 
kish,” said the youth Sait near a 
fruit bazaar where many people 
were speaking Kurdish. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS BRIEFS 


Extremists ousted from Suez mosque 

SUEZ (AP) — Muslim fundamentalists resisting a government 
move to take over a mosque they occupied clashed with police, 
security sources said Friday. Three police were injured and four 
occupiers arrested. The incident early Thursday was the first 
reported violence in recent years between police and religious 
extremists in Suez, a port city at the southern tip of the Suez 
Canal. A security source said the four men arrested, who included 
three university students, were being investigated ou charges of 
resisting authority, injuring the three policemen and illegal 
possession of weapons. All belong to the Gamaa Islamiya, or 
Islamic group, a loose-knit fundamentalist organisation whose 
members contend Egypt has strayed from Islam. They want 
immediate implementation of Islamic Law. The trouble began 
late Wednesday when about a dozen activists defied an order 
from the government’s Ministry for Religious Endowments to 
surrender the mosque. The ministry, responsible for Egypt's 
Muslim institutions, often uses its authority to run mosques and 
appoint their preachers to end takeovers by anti-government 
militants. But the fundamentalists, who had occupied the Suez 
mosque for about three months, claimed they bad their own 
preacher and refused to let the ministry's cleric lead prayers. 

'Saudi Arabia might buy British tanks’ 

LONDON (R) — Saudi Arabia may buy British instead of 
American tanks after Washington revised cost estimates in deal, 
worth up to $6 billion, a British newspaper reported Friday. The 
.Times, quoting unidentified British sources, said Saudi Arabia, 
which had been planning to buy U.S. Abrams M-1A2, was now 
interested in the British Challenger 2 model made by Vickers 
Defence Systems. Vickers’ Managing Director Sir Colin Chandler 
was expected to leave for Saudi Arabia to discuss the deal at the 


end of the week, the newspaper added. The U.S. decision to dose 
two production lines manufacturing the Ml Abrams tanks by 1993 
and defence cuts raised the price to about $5 million a tank, the 
newspaper said. The Bush administration said last October it 
wanted to sell 315 tanks to Saudi Arabia in a deal worth up to $6 
billion. It shepherded the deal through Congress, over the 
objections of tire powerful pro-Israel lobby. 

Europeans accuse Iran of human rights abuse 

STRASBOURG, France (R) — The European Parliament has 
accused Iran of human rights abuses and urged it to end calls for 
Muslims to kiD British novelist Salman Rushdie. “The European 
Parliament condemns all continuing gross violation of human 
rights in Iran,” deputies said in a resolution proposed by members 
of a broad range of political groupings which was passed by a large 
majority. They demanded an end to “the policy of execution and 
all abuses of human rights in Iran” and called on the government 
to repeal the death sentence on Indian-born writer Rushdie. Last 
year Iran’s late spiritual leader Ayatollah RuhoUah Khomeini 
accused Rushdie of blasphemy against Islam in his novel the 
Satanic Verses and urged Muslims to trill him, a demand 
reaffirmed by Iran’s new leader. 

Ethiopia seeks drought relief help 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia has appealed for international 
help in launching a food airlift to die northern town of Asmara to 
supply drought victims in the northern provinces of Eritrea and 
Tigray. The government called last month for $14 millio n a month 
to fly 14 cargo planes in a shuttle from the Red Sea port of Asab 
to Asmara, the capital of Eritrea. The appeal followed the 
capture of the Red Sea port of Masawa in February by rebels of 
die Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF). 


Israelis, Arab states show face 
of new Middle East arms race 


By Jack Redden 

Renter 

TEL AVIV — Iraq’s announce- 
ment of statc-of-thc art chemical^ 
weapons, followed immediately 
by IsraeTs launch of a satellite, 
Iras revealed the frightening sew 
face of the Middle East arms 
race. 

More than four decades of war 
decided by Hghtning air strikes 
and epic tank battles could now 
become devastating struggles of 
missiles, chemical weapons and 
nuclear bombs. 

“Eventually Iraq is going to 
have nuclear weapons. Eventual- 
ly Egypt is going to have nuclear 
weap on s ,” said Gerald Steinberg, 
a- specialist at Bar-Dan 

University in Tel Aw. 

Yitzhak Rabin, defence minis- 
ter until last month, has warned 
Arab countries that Israel would 
retaliate 1, 000-fold for any attack 
— raising images of devastation 
not seen in any of the IsraeK- 
Arab wars. 

Although the military strength 
of Israel and the economic weak- 
ness of Arab states has created an 
impression of relative calm, the 
race for arms to be used in some 
future conflict is unabated. 

Two years ago Saudi Arabia 
bought CSS-2 for China. 

They have a range of nearly 3 ,000 
kilometres and could send a war- 
head anywhere is the Middle 
East. - 

Syria has been reported trying 


to buy other Chinese missiles and 
may have dustnical wazheads for 
its ageing Soviet-built Sard nris- 
sfles. 

But the two Middle East coun- 
tries with real potential in the 
new forms of warfare, linking 
missiles, nuclear and chemical 
warfare expertise, are Israel and 
Iraq. 

Iraq, battling Iran in the Gulf 
war, showed unexpected innova- 
tion in doubling foe range of its 
Scurf missiles to fait Tehran. 

Since the Gulf war ended in 
1988, Iraq’s ambitious missile 
programme included tests of the 
900-kflometre range Al Abbas 


and an anno uncement at the end 
of last year that it had tested a 
missile capable of sending a satel- 
lite into orbit. 

The pace of sessile develop- 
ment took Israeli experts by sur- 
prise, as did Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein’s warning Monday 
that be could retaliate with adv- 
anced binary chemical weapons if 
Israel attacked. 

In 1981 Israel attacked the 
Osirak rmdear reactor under con- 
struction near Baghdad to pre- 
vent Iraq developing nuclear 
weapons and ending Israel’s 
alleged regional monopoly. 

Although most experts believe 
Iraq remains far from perfecting a' 
bomb, last week’s in t e rception in 


London of nodear triggering de- 
vices said to be destined for 
Baghdad served as a reminder of 
its ambitions. 

Wlnfe most Israeli auBt&ry de- 
velopments are firmly shrouded 
by government censorship, Tues- 
day's launch of the scientific 
Ofek-2 satellite was an «Qtial 
reminder of Israel’s military mus- 
cle. 

“Proof of the high tcdmofogic- 
al levd in Israel was evident 
today in the launch of Ofck-2 and 
I drink the Israeli public knows 
defence technology in the &ate of * 

Israel » of a.. .much higher level 
than Iraq." Foreign Minister 
Moshe Arens said. 

Foreign reports say Israel has 
Jericho 2 missiles with a range of 
1,500 kilometres — able to strike 
anywhere in Iraq — and is work* 
ing on a Jericho 3 with a 1,700 
kOometre range that oould reach 
Libya. 

The latest animal report by the 
London-based International In- 
stitute of Strategic Studies sad 
Israel has stockpiled up to 100- 
uudear warheads. 

Steinberg said the era of li- 
mited wars in the Israeli- Arab 
conflict was ending, but he hoped 
tise fear of complete destruction 
that restrained die United States 
and the Soviet Union would work 
in the Middle East. * 

“That’s the most optimistic 
■ thing I can say about- the situa- 
tion,” he ttrid Reuters. “In the 
meantime we will have tension 
and nervousness.” 


ICRC doubts renewed threat to kill hostage 


U.N. chief 
asked 

to condemn 

Palestinian 

assassinations 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Israel has asked the U.N. 
secretary-general to condemn 
what it called “systematic wave of 
assassinations" Of Palestinian* by 
fellow Palestinians in flic occu- 
pied territories. 

“I appeal for your personal, 
forceful condemnation of these 
despicable activities,” said Joha- 
nan Rein, Israeli ambassador and 
acting permanent representative, 
in a letter to U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

From December 1987, when 
the revolt against Israeli role in 
the West Bank and Gaza began, 
to March of this year, be con- 
tended, more than 200 Palesti- 
nians were slain ou grounds they 
had coope ra ted with Israeli au- 
thorities. 

In the same period, 573 Palesti- 
nians were seriously wounded by 
fellow Palestinians, he 

As of Thursday, Israeli soldiers 
or civilians had killed 671 Palesti- 
nians during the 27-month-old 
revolt. The tally by the Associ- 
ated Press is based on Israeli 
army statements and hospital re- 
ports. 

The Israeli Information Centre 
for Human Rights in the occupied 
territories, an independent group 
founded by liberal Israeli c i t iz e ns , 
had a toll of 743 deaths as of 
April 1, but the figure includes 
hard-to-prove deaths from tear 
gas. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion spokesman Riyad Mansour 
Thursday said, “There are a 
certain number of Palestinians 
who have been kilted because 
they are collaborators and this is 
not so m et hing new. Many move- 
ments and countries going 
through similar situations of 
occupation would deal with the 
issue of collaborators and impose 
strict measures against them.” 

But he emphasised that Israel 
had no -right to criticise Palesti- 
nian actions during the intifada 
Sfid said most of the violence was 
committed by Israeli authorities 
against Palestinians. 


GENEVA ( AP ) — The Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Qoss Friday expressed doubt ab- 
out the authenticity of a r enewed 
threat to kill one of two Red 
Cross relief workers taken hos- 
tage in Lebanon exactly six 
months ago. 

Meanwhile work at the huma- 
nitarian agency’s Geneva head- 
quarters came to a halt as staff 
protested die “Odious Act” and 
the “prolonged anxiety caused by 
tile kidnappers’ continuing si- 
lence,” an ICRC statement said. 

The statement said the ICRC 
was analysing a message received 
by a Western news agency in 
Nicosia late Thursday from a man 


dauning to speak for the Action 
Group for the Release of Hariri. 

The telephone caller deman- 
ded the release of Mohammad 
Hariri, jailed for life in Switzer- 
land for a 1987 air hijacking, and 
Anis Naccache, serving a life 
sentence in France for trying to 
assassinate an Iranian emigre 
leader in Paris. He said if the 
demands were not met, one 
of tiie Swiss hostages would be 
executed after the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan, due to end 
about April 26. 

The ICRC “has not found any 
proof that the caller is linked in 
any way with the kidnappers of 
Elio Enriquez and Emanuel 


Christen, n or has any tangible 
evidence such as photographs, 
written messages or video tapes 
been provided to corroborate the 
authenticity of the caller's 
claims,” the statement said. 

“The ICRCs present efforts 
are concentrated on obtaining a 
sign of nfe from its rwo delegates * 
so that it can enter into a dia- 
logue.” it said. 

Swiss Foreign Minister Rene 
Felber said the government was 
working on the assumption that 
Erriqttez. aid Christen, were still 
alive and held captive together. 

The two men were kidnapped 
on Oct. 6 in the southern 
Lebanese city of Sidon. 


Iraqi press denounces biased U.S. criticism 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq’s state-owned newspapers 
Friday accused the United States 
of ignoring Israel’s missiles and 
reported nuclear arsenal whfle 
critdsing only weapons in Arab 
hands. 

“Why is it that what is permit- 
ted to the Zionist entity (Israel) is 
not permitted to Arabs?” The 
daily newspaper Al Jumhuriya 
asked in an editorial. 

“This is bias, injustice and 
sheer political hypocrisy," it 
added. 

The editorial attack refereed to 
U.S. criticism of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s threat Monday 
to nse chemical weapons against 
an Israeli nuclear attack, and 
his separate vow to burn half of 
Israel if it made any attack on 
Iraq. 

U.S. State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwfler Mon- 
day described Hussein’s state- 
ment as “inflammatory, irres- 
ponsible and outrageous.” 

“Why didn’t the American offi- 
cial criticise Israel for its position 
on nuclear weapons and its refus- 
al to sign the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty?” Al Jumhur- 
iya asked. 

The army daily Al Qadissya 
said it was “not surprising” that 
Tutwiler refused comment on a 
reporter’s question about “Zion- 
ist threats against Iraq, but in- 
stead criticised Iraq for its warn- 
ing to the Zionist entity.” 

Israeli Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin in December said 


Israel reserved the right to take 
action regarding Iraq’s develop- 
ment of long-range missiles that 
rival Israel’s. 

Al Jumhuriya said: "The 
American administration encour- 
aged Israel to launch a spy satel- 
lite to spy on Arab countries 
while the same American admi- 
nistration criticised Iraq when it 
tested its missile, which is able to 
carry a satellite.” 

The editorials also referred to* 
U.S. and British accusations that 
Iraq tried to violate export con- 
trols by smuggling capacitors that 
could be used in atomic bomb 
triggers. 

Iraq demed violating the law 
and said it wan ted the capacitors 
for a university laser project. It 
denies developing an atomic 
bomb. 

The ruling Baath Party’s Al 
Tbawra daily said the Western 
protests were “a defiberaate cam- 
paign aimn^ at besieging Iraq 
and preventing it from acquiring 
scientific and technical know- 
ledge.” 

“This poisonous campaign goes 
as far as provithng all the means 
(for Israel) to carry out a new 
aggression against Iraq’s indust- 
rial and scientific ins ta l l a tio ns,” 
tiie p ap er said. 

Iraqi officials have said they 
are convinced that the U.S. and 
British criticism is aimed at jus- 
tifying a repeat of Israel’s 1981 air 
raid on an Iraqi nuclear power 
plant. 


‘Israel considers strike’ 

Meanwhile a leading Israeli 
military expert said Thursday the 
Zionist state could launch a pre- 
emptive strike against Iraq if it 
does not stop developing chemic- 
al and nnclar weaponry. 

“This is a critical point in his- 
tory,” Gerald Steinberg, a pro- 
fessor at Bar-Dan University of 
Tel Aviv, told a news conference 
sponsored by the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

Steinberg, who worked on 
U.S. anus control programmes 
before moving to Israel, spoke 
two days after Hussein spoke 
about Iraq’s binary chemical 
weapons and threatened massive 
retaliation for any Israeli attack. 

Israel was stiD debating what 
action to take to halt Iraq’s prog- 
rammes in missiles and chemical 
and nuclear weapons or the level 
of development it would tolerate 
before striking, be said. 

“At some point there are going 
to be “red lines” that are going to 
be reached," Steinberg said. 
“And the question is where, at 
what point, wifi Israel deckle that 
its security requires some sort of 
military action. 

“So if it's not readied at this 
crisis — and the Arab states, 
particularly Iraq, continue with 
the development — it may be 
readied in the next crisis in six 
months or a year or two years, 
but probably not much more than 
that. ” 

He said the only alternatives to 


Israel’s tradtional policy of de- 
terrence were anti-missile de- 
fence, which had major faults. 

Steinberg, who also worked on 
tiie U.S. space programme, said 9 
Iraq’s present missiles were in- 
accurate and vnlnerale to attack 
but would improve as Israel de- 
layed responding. 

Iraqi military facilities were 
being dispersed around the coun- 
try and were built underground, 
guarded by anti-aircraft missile 
batteries, he said. 

“You cannot seal off the trans- 
fer of technology hermetically,'* 
Steinberg said, noting that many 
Arab countries now have 
and chemical weapons. 

He said reliance on deterrence 
would become increasingly 
dangerous and compared the 
atmosphere in the Middle East to 
U.S.-Soviet confrontations in the 
early 1960s and the tension that 
preceded the 1967 Middle B*«t 
war. 

Although Steinberg said arms 
control was the desired course, be 
sakl Israel “had to retain the £ 
option to use nuclear weapons as 
long as it faced Arab states with 
much larger armies which 
threatened the existence of 
Israel." 

Government official Yossi 
Olmert interviewed during the 
discussion of nuclear policy to 
state the official position that 
Israel will not be the first to 
introduce nuclear weapons to the 
Midd le Ea st. Many in the audi- 
ence burst into laughter. 
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bay ftdrta Td. 815817. 654932 


BaHctin supplied by ibe DefMitiuojt of 
Meteorology. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Souk donds appear ax low altitudes 
and winds wHI be northwesterly mod' 
crate. In Aqaba, winds wifi be norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 

Minima*- tenqj. 


Amman 6/17 

Aqaba 12/27 

Deserts 5/19 

Jordan Valley 10/24 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 17, Aqaba 27. Humxfity readings: 
Amman 42 per cent, Aqaba 20 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al A jam 894184 

Dr. HabjfltBadr 849362 

Dr.NabilAlMaridi 615338 

Dr. Abroad AI Natour 653934 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fodows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 677055 

Nurookh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 
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Dr. Mohammad AlSharaa ........ (— ) 


Al Sana' pharmacy (985238) 
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Dr. Fatah Aqnbawi (— ) 
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GvO Defence Department 661111 
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Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoSoe 8 96390 
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Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complain t s 661176 

Water and S e w erage 

Complai nt s 897467 

Amman Mmritipafity 

C omplaint s 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calb 010230 

Central Amman Tel ep hone 

Repairs— 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordon Television TOlll 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordn Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 


Company .636381 

RJ Right InfonMioa 08-53200 

Queen Aka IntLAbpart- 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Homan Medical Centre 813813/32 

KbaBdi Maternity. J. Ann... 644281/6 
AkOeh Maternity, J.Ama.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Ma&as, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcham 664171/4 

Snn c gaa Hospital 669131 

Umvasity Hospital 845845 

ALMnasber Hospital .... 6672Z7/9 

The bhnric, Aboafi 666127/37 

AL-Ahii, Abdafi 664164/6 

ItaSan, Al-Mn haj reeii 777101/3 

AMadnr, J. AshnSeh 775111/26 

Anny, Masts 891611/15 

Queen Alb Hospital _ 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZABQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hoqxtal 

Zanp National Hospital .. 

Dm Shta Hospital ........... 

BtBDh 

Princess Basma Hospital .. {02)275555 
Greek Catbofie Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAlNafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital .... (03)314111 


QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal i) 

•MS Singapore. Knah Lmnpdf 

89:15 Aqaba! 

«30 NowDe&M 

1938 Cairo! 

IMS Karachi, Doha ( 

IMS Abo Dhabi, Balsam! 

*00 Dhahrn, Kuwait ( 

1205 Helsinki. Aqabo| 

1238 Vienna (add.)! 

ttM ..... New York, Montreal | 

16*5 Cairo! 

17*8 Baghdad) 

17945 Frankfort, Vienna! 


1930 

IMS 


CM 

0440 

.Jeddah (add.) (RJ) 
Madrid fafaL) rtUl 

Other Fggiita {TevmlMl 2) 

ns . . 

RMbfedriA) 

MB05 . — ™ 

eSoAds) 

1235 

1238 

Riyadh (Sin 


Rome (AZ) 

I7S3* ....Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

M»48 Paris, Damascus (AF) 


17 JO 
18J8 
22.-10 


Dobai(AZ) 

■ - — Dubai ( 

D amaniro , Paris j 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHghts 
(Torenlnal 1 ) 


8748 


... Vienna (add.)) 

Aqabaj 

Aqaba, Helsinki | 
. Tripoli! 


Vienna jadd.)(RJ) 


HMt 

1U88 

'11*99 Frankfort (add. j ( 

11:15 .... Ams terdam , New York j 

12=98 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

— London (RJ I 

Iil5 Paris (RJ) 

tt* Frankfort, Brussels (RJ) 

12945 Cairo (RJ) 

QM Baghdad (RJ) 

19*8 Montreal, New York, Madrid 
(RJ) 

19s 48 .. Km**! 

2MB Unocal 

*4S Aba Dhabi, babai) 

2LM Jeddah) 

Ztam Jeddah (add.)) 


Othar Flights (Terminal 2) 

88tl5 Band (ME) 

1M8 - -Baghdad (IA) 

IMS Cairo (MS) 

&4B .. Riyadh (SV) 

13»48 Kuwait (K U) 


Uppcxftowar price fa fife per , 

SJEL* 

osaana 450/* 

Banana (Mnhammar) 4001 ' 

gSLr 9W /i 

*2=—= a, 'I 

Sii 

3«! 



— 2 40/; 

300 

— 120/ 

200/3 

uwBfcteen) 200/1 

320/3 

3»/ : 

txppwnra) — 1000/ f 

(sweet).. 600/; 

S?* - 150/] 

- Sf! 

tv, in, 160/1 

Tomatoes 4Q6/] 


*4 
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Leftists forced to settle Arar makes Meeting 
Ce for partial control of . _ D| - seeks to 

dock workers’ union P'®® IPU enhance 


By Lamfs K. Andoni 

Jordan Times staff reporter 

AMMAN — In an apparent 
departure from an emerging 
trend in other associations, lef- 
tists Med to unite in the 
General Shipping and Dock 
Workers Association 
(GSDWA) Thursday, giving 
way to a new executive com- 
mittee split between leftists 
and Islamists. 

Instead of the natal contest 
between the left and the Islam- 
ists to dominate Jordan’s trade 
unions and professional asso- 
ciations, two leftist candidates 
competed for the presidency of 
the GSDWA. 

Sidki A1 Fukha'a, backed by 
the Jordanian wing of the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP), defe- 
ated Walid Etiwi, who was 
supported by both the Jorda- 
nian Communist Party and the 
Jordanian Popular Democratic 
Party (JPDP). 

Trade unionsts contacted by 
the Jordan limes said the 
Islamists did not field any sepa- 
rate candidate. 

Some activists claimed that 
the PFLP supporters “made a 
tactical alliance with the Islam- 
ists to defeat the Commun- 
ists.” 

The charges were, however, 
demed by Fukha'a, who stres- 
sed that there were no election 
lists and that the differences 
betwe en the leftists were not 
political. 

“Our main concern was to 
secure proportional repre- 
sentation for the three 
GSDWA branches in the 
general executive committee,” 
Fukha’a told the Jordan limes. 

'Unlike many other associa- 
tions, the GSDWA general ex- 
ecutive committee is not 
direcdy elected by the mem- 
bers but by the regional execu- 
tive committees in its branches 
iu Amman, Aqaba and 

Ram fhn 


According to the election 
procedures, the registered mem- 
ben of the GSDWA in the 
three brandies — estimated ax 

more than 1,550 — first elect 
separate local committees 
which later elect a nine- 
member executive committee. 

The nine-member commit- 
tee elected Thursday include 
leftists, independents and 
Islamists, but, according to 
activists, none of tire pro- 
Communist or JPDP candi- 
dates made it, confining the 
winners to candidates sup- 
ported by the PFLP and the 
Islamists. 

Fukha’a strongly denied that 
fee results reflected any prior 
agreements with the Islamists. 
Other activists dose to the 
PFLP said that the Communist 
Party, insisted on being repre- 
sented by two candidates “at 
the expense of proportional 
regional representation be- 
tween the branches." 

A JPDP activist said the JCP 
and the PFLP failed to agree 
while his party “was exduded 
from the deliberations.” 

It was still undear bow the 
GSDWA elections would be 
reflected in future trade union 
elections and the position of 
the left. But activists pointed 
out that the GSDWA election 
result would still help in boost- 
ing the chance of the left in 
elections to be held in May of 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Trade Union’s . central council 
and executive committee. 

The following are the mem- 
bers of the new GSDWA ex- 
ecutive committee: 

Sidki Fukha’a — President; ! 
Ahmed Kehejb J — Chosen to | 
be GSDWA candidate in the , 
Jordan Federation of Trade 
Union’s executive committee; 
Abdul Aziz Oran; Ibr ahim 
Zhneibat; Kama! Khalafat; 
Ahmad A1 Sakar; Ahmad 
Khreisat; Hosni Abu Ankour; 
and Khameis Samour. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

King attends Friday prayer — 

AMMAN (Petra) — HhFhdajesty King Hussein attended Friday 
prayer , which was held at Prince Hassan Mosque in Shmetsani, and 
listened to Friday sermon delivered by the Armed Forces mufti, 
who addressed some of the issues that interest the whole Muslim 
nation. Also attending the prayers were His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. Prime Minister Mudar Badran, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Chief Chamberlain Pince Ra’d Ibn Zaid, 
His Majesty's private chamberlain, Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
minister, chief Islamic justice. Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu 
Taleb, Public Security Department director, senior military and 
civil officials, and a large number of worshippers. On Thursday 
King Hussein hosted an iftatr at Zahran Palace. The banquet was 
attended by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, members 
of Che Lower House of Parliament, court judges, presidents of the 
Jordanian universities, speaker of the Palestine National Council, 
presidents of professional associations, heads of Christian com- 
munities, senior officials, directors of fafortnati 
chief editors of the Jordanian newspapers.. 

Registration for pilgrims starts today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs All 
Faqrr Friday said registration for people wishing to perfbm this 
year’s pilgrimage to Mecca would start Saturday (today), and 
would last until May 10. The minister said at a press conference 
held at the ministry Friday, that the first batch of pilgrims will be 
leaving Jordan on June IS. He voiced appreciation to the Saudi 
government for the tireless effort it makes to facilitate the 
pQgrimage process. Faqir noted that the ministry has been able this 
year to reduce the cost of transport and housing to JD 90 per 
Jordanian pilgrim. All issues pertaining to the transport of pilgrims 
and their accommodation will be handled by the newly-established 
National Corporation for Pilgrimage Sendees. 

Zarqa deputies review Ruseifa problems 

ZARQA (Petra) — Zarqa Governorate deputies discussed with 
dritefg in AI Ruseifa the general situation in the city, problems 
facing the citizens and the proper solutions for these problems. The 
main issues under discussion were the garbage damping she 
southeast of the city with its bad smell and the health hazards it 
cm yy Some specialists attending the meeting recommended the 
removal of the dumping site. They said the site wiH-affect the under- 
ground water in the area in the future besides being a source of 
diseases. The deputies expressed their understanding of the issue 
«nd readiness to take appropriate measures. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monfofy 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 


exhibitions 


* Art exhibition b! Ainood N«rod. X the Frenct Cohnrri 

Centre. __ 

* Rridddoa “The 

embroideries, ceramics, woollen dote and foodstuff* at AI 
QatBssfyya Community College. 

* The Islamic book exhibition which factories Islam, 

literature, psychology, sodotogy, educate, phBosopby, 
ttd Water y at Yarmouk University. 

* Art and craft exhibition by Inter-schools at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

fr Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Cadre. 

theatre 

* Arebic chlldren’i piny arfMtd “Trig from ^rarimolher-s 
Chest” at the Royal CoKural Centre — l0d» hjb. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
appealed to the Inter- 
parliamentary Union (IPU) 
meeting in Cyprus to help end 
Israel's occupation of Arab lands 
and implement U.N. Security 
Council resolutions on Palestine 
to ensure the rights of the Palesti- 
nian people in their own home- 
land. 

“The Arab Nation hopes that 
the parliaments of the world will 
help put an end to the tragedy of 
the Palestinian people, to the 
bloodshed and violence, and to 
the violation of Pales tinian hu- 
man rights at the hands of the 
neo-Nazis in the occupied Arab 
territories,” Speaker of die Low- 
er House of Parliament Suleiman 
Arar said in his address to the 
IPU meeting Thursday. 

“The Arab people feels that 
the United States and its strategic 
ally, Israel, are both in agreement 
to obstruct any peaceful solution 
I for the Palestinian issue,” Arar 
| said. 

“The United States has dis- 
played a contradiction in its poli- 
cies concerning the Middle East 
situation by allowing the U.S. 
Congress .to issue a statement 
recently dedaring its support for 
Israel’s annexation of Jerusalem 
to become the united capital of 
the Jewish state.” Arar said. 

Referring to the situation, in 
the occupied Arab territories. 
Arar said that since 1943 Israel 
had been practising all forms of 
repression on the Palestinians 
and frying by all possible means 
to evict the indigenous popula- 
tion from their homeland. 


“After failing to subdue the 
will of the Palestinians through 
kflhn^, demolition of tomes and 
evictions or breaking the bones of 
young Arabs, Israel, with the 
help of the United States and 
through pressure on the Soviet 
Union has now embarked on a 
major campaign to settle Jewish 
immigrants on Arab lands in 
Palestine,” Arar pointed out. 

He said that the Jews are being 
forced to go to Palestine after all 
doors had been dosed to them to 
settle in the United States and 
this settlement is seen as a way to 
prepare for the mass eviction of 
Arabs from Palestine. 

Arar called on the IPU to 
denounce such practices and the 
Israeli American policies and to 
adopt a resolution against the 
immigration of Jews to occupied 
Palestine. He also urged the IPU 
to exercise pressure for putting a 
halt to Soviet Jewish immigration 
and an end to Washington’s con- 
tinued support for the Israeli 
aggression. 

“Without a total Israeli with- 
drawal from the occupied Arab 
territories, there can be no peace 
for the Middle East and perhaps 
the whole world,” Arar said. 

“Peace cannot come about 
with false slogans and through 
stealing lands belonging to other 
nations in violation of all interna- 
tional laws and principles," be 
added. 

Peace, he said, can be estab- 
lished on a basis of justice and by 
the return of all displaced Palesti- 
nians to their own homeland and 
the safeguarding of the Palesti- 
nian human rights. 


Panel approves 
employment law 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The legal 
committee at the Prime Minis- 
ter’s office has announced its 
approval of a draft law on a 
national development and em- 
ployment fund for 1990, accord- 
ing to an announcement here 
Friday. 

The announcement said that 
the draft law aimed at helping 
find jobs for unemployed citizens * 

■ and increasin g prod u ction by pro- " 
vidmg vocational training courses.':: 
to citizens and financing their 
income-generating projects. 

“The fund will offer easy term 
loans to all groups and voluntary 
societies to help them create pro- 
jects that would generate income 
for the unemployed members of 
society,” the announcement said. 

The announcement said that 
the fond which would draw re- 
sources from the treasury and 
from various donations and orga- 
nisations would be chaired by 
Minister of Labour Qaseem 
Obeidat. “The minister will be 
assis ted by a board grouping a 
number of officials and experts 
from the private and public sec- 
tors.” the announcement pointed 
out. 

It said that the board would be 
in charge at drawing op the fund’s 
general policies, would exert 
efforts to raise the necessary 
funds for the projects from 
sources in Jordan and abroad and 
would supervise the implementa- 
tion of the whole programme. 

“The committee will now sub- 


mit the draft law' to the Council of 
Ministers at its coming session for 
approval,” the announcement 
said. 

The fund was seen as yet 
another measure by the govern- 
ment of Prime Minis ter Mudar 
Badran to help find jobs for 
thousands of unemployed Jorda- 
nians in the country as pledged by 
the government before Parlia- 
ment. - 

■ • Some estimates put the number 
of unemployed at 60,000, many 
of whom are graduates from the 
universities and community col- 
leges. 

Obeidat said in January that 
unemployment in Jordan had hit 
20 per cent, and promised tighter 
controls on 265,000 illegal foreign 
workers, mainly Egyptians and 
Syrians. 

He said that unemployment 
was now die country's main wor- 
ry and it was hoped that the 
number of foreign workers could 
be cut down to 200,000 by the end 
of 1990. 

In February this year, the 
Ministry of Labour announced 
that its offices would stop issuing 
work permits to all non- 
Jordanians in all sectors through- 
out the Kingdom except for those 
requiring special skills. 

The ministry later announced 
to step up inspection campaigns 
at all organisations to ensure that 
the non-Jordanians bolding work 
permits are employed in jobs for 
which they had been hired. 


Jordan celebrates 
World Health Day 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan, 
along with the world countries 
Saturday celebrates the World. 
Health Day. which coincides this 
year with the 42nd anniversary of 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO). 

On the occasion. Minister of 
Health Mohammad Addoub AI 
Zaben Friday made a statement 
in which be highlighted the im- 
portant role played by WHO in 
addressing health issues, 2 nd 
noted in particular its contribu- 
tion towards addressing the en- 
vironmental issues. 

The main theme of this year’s 
celebration focusses on the rela- 
tion between health and environ- 
ment. 

“The improper disposal of 
waste and the misuse of insecti- 
cides, in addition to the industrial 
hazards and the irresponsible 
practices of the advanced coun- 
tries, particularly those having 
midear power, pose real dangers 
to the environment and jeopar- 
dise the human life on this 
planet," Zaben said. 

Zaben pointed out that Jordan 
bad played a major role in pro-, 
tecting its environment through 
the construction of sanitary sew- 
age systems, water networks, wa- 
ter purification plants and direct- 
tog special attention to the sur- 
face water. 

Zaben stressed the importance 


of community participation in 
addressing sanitation and en- 
vironmental issues. 

Also speaking on the occasion 
was WHO Director-General, 
Hiroshi Nakajima, who said that 
many diseases are caused by the 
degradation of the environment. 

In a special appeal made on the 
occasion, Nakajima warned of 
the erosion of the ozone layer, 
the add rain, the climatic changes 
and the chemical pollutants. 

The WHO official said that his 
organisation was resolved to 
focus on measures that are within 
the reach of “our individuals and 
communities in their search for 
an end to the environmental de- 


He called for increased coop- 
eration and coordination between 
die industrialised and developing 
nations, in an effort to reach 
feasible and action-oriented solu- 
tions to the environment prob- 
lem. 

WHO regional director for the 
Eastern Mediterranean region 
Hussein Jezairi said the “major 
problem threatening onr planet is 
the environmental pollution 
which has readied a dangerous 
stage, thus warranting a large- 
scale action on the part of indi- 
viduals, groups governmental and 
non-governmental organisations 
alike.” 

See related story on page 5. 


women’s 

role 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A two-day 
meeting has opened in Amman to 
discuss a pan-Arab strategy de- 
signed to involve women in eco- 
nomic and social development 
activities. 

The meeting, attended by ex- 
perts in women affairs from Arab 
countries and various Arab and 
international Organisations con- 
cerned with women and develop- 
ment, is chaired by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma who 
addressed the opening session 
outlining the aims and objectives 
of such strategy. 

“The meeting has been chlled 
to speed up the process of pan- 
Arab economic and social de- 
velopment with women’s partici- 
pation," the Princess said at the 
opening session. 

“Economic and social develop- 
ment is an objective in itself 
because it is bound to help solve 
various problems in the Arab 

Stolen 


floor 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A mosaic 
floor stolen last Sunday from 
Qasr A 1 Hallabat, a desert. castle 
dating back to the second century 
AD has been retrieved and the 
thieves are reported to have been 
taken into custody awaiting trial. 

Minister of Tourism and Anti- 
quities Abdul Karim AI Kabariti 
said that the security forces had 
found that part of the mosaic 
floor bad sustained some damage* 
probably during the transporta- 
tion of the floor. 

According to Public Security 
Department (PSD) Director 
Fadel AH, a three-member gang 
had stolen the mosaic floor from 
the ancient site, cut it into three 
parts and carried it to a hiding 
place in J crash. He said that the 
thieves had planned to smuggle 
the ancient mosaic abroad and 
seD it to antique dealers. 

According to the PSD chief, all 
border posts bad been alerted to 
prevent the mosaic floor from 
being smuggled abroad and 
police in various towns stepped 
up search campaigns to find the 
robbers. 

“A member of the police force 
in charge of the investigation into 
the theft bad posed as an antique 
dealer and contacted members of 
a suspect group offering to help 
smuggle the mosaic floor and 
help in marketing it abroad,” AH 
said. 

He said it was this trick and the 
efforts of the rest of the police 
force that led to the capture of 
the thieves and the recovery of 
the mosaic floor. 

The PSD told the Jordan Times 
Friday that the three men in- 
volved in the theft are being 
interrogated and they would soon 
be asked to enact the robbery as 
part of the police investigation 
proceodres. 

“Only after the investigations 
have bom completed, the thieves 
can be referred to trial and the 
whole floor restored to the De- 
partment of Antiquities,” a PSD 
spokesman said. 

He said that the damaged part 
of the mosaic floor was to under- 
go repair by experts from the 
.Department of Antiquities. 

The 30 square metre mosaic 
floor represents a tree of life and 
a variety of animal , human, floral 
and geometric motifs dating back 
to the Umayyad era in the first 
half of the eighth century AD. 

Qasr AI Hallabat is the most 
ruined of all the big desert castles 
in Jordan. Located 25 kilometres 
north east of Zarqa, about an 
hour’s drive fr o m Amman , the 
castle was first the ate of an early 
second century AD Roman fort 
or watch tower that helped pro- 
tect the western hills and plains of 
modem Jordan a gainst attacks 
from the east. 

Police said that the thieves bad 
made use of the stormy weather 
at the time of the theft and 
committed the theft at a time 
when the caretaker, was away in 
the evening. 

Department of Antiquities 
Director Ghazi Bisbeh said that 
it must have taken the thieves up 
to six hours to work to lift the 
whole floor from its place before 
cutting it into pieces to be carried 
away. 


Her Royal Highness Process Basma Friday chairs a meeting on devising a pan-Arab strategy to 


enhance women’s role in society 

World,” the Princess added at the 
meeting. 

The team of experts has been 
selected by the Arab Association . 
for Women and Development, a 
group headed by Princess Basma 
and assisted by a team of experts 
on women affairs in the Arab 
World. 


(Petra photo) 

“The association aims at emph- 
asising the need to utilise 
women's potentials in the process 
of development, and the meeting 
has been called to discuss plans 
for the association's projects and 
programmes that could be carried 
out anywhere in the Arab World, 
the Princess said. 


Jordan probes 
Indonesian market 


By Nut Safi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN At a time when 

Jordan is seeking international 
exposure and export promotion, 
the Jordan Trade Association 
(JTA) is organising an exhibition 
of Jordanian goods in Indonesia 
aimed at opening new markets 
for Jordanian products. 

According to Haleem Abu 
Rahmeh, executive manager of 
JTA, the Jakarta International 
Exhibition is of great importance 
to Jordan because it is a chance to 
enter into another foreign mar- 
ket. “The market is large with 
different segments, therefore a 
lot of opportunities are open for 
us,” Rahmeh told the Jordan 
Times. 

The Jakarta fair was visited by 
one and a half million people and 
individual companies last year. 
Rahmeh said. A similar number 
is expected this year, including 
about 25 participants. Jordan has 
rented a space of 144 square 
metres for a period of one month. 
Professional organisations will be 
lending their services to design 
stands and distribute mail, etc. 
The Jordanian project is expected 
to cost around $50,000, which is 
partly funded by JTA and partly 
by the participating companies. 

A study was made before JTA 
committed itself to the Jakarta 
fair, Rahmeh says. “It proved 
that Jordan has die potential in 
the Indonesian market of over 
180 million people,” he said. Va- 
rious locally-made products 
which are seen to have potential 
include veterinary products, pes- 
ticides, electrical accessories, fer- 
tilisers, textiles, and carpets, in 
addition to pipes for construction 
and sanitary use, locks, paints, 
tobacco, valves, gas cookers and 
canned food products, he said. 

By participating in the fair JTA 
also hopes to establish a trade 
between the two countries. Hav- 
ing paid several visits to Indone- 
sia to explore this prospect, 
Rahmeh says be feels die re- 
sponse is good. He is optimistic 


over the idea of a barter of 
Jordanian products for Indone- 
sian raw material such as wood, 
paper, chemicals and iron. 

JTA, which was established at- 
the beginning of 1989, aims to 
develop and expand exports, 
identify new markets, provide 
services to database and library 
facilities on world export mar- 
kets, trade opportunities and 
technical specifications of goods 
and services, according to 
Rahmeh. 

This year, JTA is also looking 
towards entering the American 
market. Rahmeh points out that 
the U.S. is a huge market with 
tremendous buying power. “It is 
not difficult to penetrate into the 
U.S. because the smallest section 
will be enough for the whole of 
Jordan,” he says. High quality 
is not an issue since most retailers 
accept the Jordanian standard of 
quality, he said. 

Already, Jordan pharmaceutic- 
als and Dead Sea bathsalts have 
entered the U.S. market, says. 
Rahmeh. But JTA is hoping to 1 
attract drip irrigation products, 
carpets and rugs, textiles, baby 
buggies and fruits and vegetables 
to the U.S., he said. 

In order to achieve this goal. 
JTA. with the help of the Private 
Services Development Project 
(PSDP), will be inviting U.S. 
importers into Jordan — instead 
of Jordan going to America — to 
identify certain locally made pro- 
ducts that could prove successful 
fa the U.S. The end result is a 
sale to America and an improve- 
ment of quaUty, according to 
Rahmeh. 

The idea of inviting U.S. im- 
porters to Jordan is to expose 
Jordanian goods and to enable 
foe importer to see the country 
and its options for exporting. It 
has been proven more successful 
than the usual manner of expor- 
ters visiting the target country, 
says Rahmeh. 

With the world market becom- 
ing more consumer oriented, Jor- 
dan is seen by many Jordanian 
exporters and specialists as head- 
ing fa the right direction. 


The association, she said, is a 
pan-Arab group concerned with 
women and development in the 
Arab World, and constitutes a 
son of framework for organising 
and concerting efforts by Arab 
men and women aimed at boost- 
ing women's role in economic and 
social development. 


New 
border 
post 
to open 

AMMAN (Petra) — The ques- 
tion of setting up a new border 
post on the Jordanian-Syrian bor- 
der area was discussed here 
Thursday at a meeting chaired by 
Deputy Prime Minister and In- 
terior Minister Salem Masaadeh. 

The border post which would 
handle customs and passports. 
affairs for travellers is to be ready 
once foe work on a new road 
from Amman to foe Syrian bor-, 
der had been completed, before 
foe end of 1990, an announce- 
ment said. 

It said that the road,, which is 
now nearing completion, extends 
from Amman and Mafraq before 
reaching the border in foe north.. 

According to the announce- 
ment, a decision has been taken 
for the work to start immediately 
on the new border post so that it 
would be ready when the highway 
has been completed. 

At present there is only one 
road that goes to Syria and that is 
through Amman- Jerash route 
going northwards to Rarotha. 

The meeting, Thursday also 
discussed the construction of a 
road which can link foe present 
border post of Ramtha with the 
new border post which is to be 
called Jaber border post: this 
would give further facilities for 
travel within the northern Irbid 
governorate. 

The projected road would help 
stimulate touristic, economic, in- 
dustrial and social development 
in the northern regions. 

The meeting was attended by 
Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Abdul Raouf Rawab- 
deh. Minister of Transport Ibra-' 
him Avoub, Public Security De- 
partment Director Fadel Ali; 
Customs Director Adel Qudah, 


Citizens complain of prices, lack of meat 


DEIR ABU SAEED (Petra) — 
Citizens in AI Koura district are 
complaining of insufficiency of 
some food supplies fa foe mar- 
kets. and the absence of supply 
censorship. 

Citizens say that there is in- 
sufficient frozen chicken and 
meat for their needs during the 
month of Ramadan and claim foe 
absence of censorship by foe 
Ministry of Supply led to - 
selling five chicken at nigh prices. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, conducted a survey in several 
villages of the district and found 


that live chicken is sold only fa 
villages, and merchants price it at 
will. 

According to foe survey prices 
differ from one village to 
another. As an example, a kilog- 
ramme of cleaned chicken in Jif- 
fin is sold for 880 fils while at Beit 
Eides it is sold for 950 fils. 

Frozen chicken and fresh meat 
imported by the Ministry of 
Supply does not suffice the dis- 
trict's needs since foe district's 
weekly quota assigned by Irbid 
supply department is 60 boxes of 
frozen meat besides small quanti- 


ties of imported meat. 

AI Koura District Governor 
Aref Abu Karaki affirmed that 
his office had informed foe Minis- 
try of Supply of the situation and 
the citizens’ needs of food sup- 
plies. 

The Ministry of Supply 
secretary-general said the minis- 
try would increase AI Koura dis- 
trict’s quota to 150 boxes of 
frozen chicken per week and it 
(foe ministry) is ready to distri- 
bute imported meat io the dis- 
trict. 


CUNARD ELLERMAN MIDDLE EAST/ 
RED SEA SERVICES WIN GOLD AWARD 

Cunard Ellerman's Middle East and Red Sea Services have been voted 
the world's best in an annual poll conducted by the influential U.K. 
magazine British Shipper. 

Readers of the magazine vote each year for the shipping line which 
provides a consistently high level of service to its customers. 

“This is the third consecutive year that Cunard Ellerman's Middle 
East/Red Sea Services have won the British Shipper gold award" said 
the Chairman and Managing Director of Telstar Marine Agencies, 
Cunard Ellerman's agent in Amman. 
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A watershed 
in Tokyo 

IT IS MOST gratifying to note that Japan is seeking a 
higher profile in the Middle East. The news that Tokyo is 
actively arranging a meeting between Israel and the PLO 
angers well for the Arab-lsraeli conflicts. For many decades 
now the traditional superpowers had almost monopolised 
the quest for a solution to the Palestinian problem mid the 
broader Arab-lsraeli conflict. Their lack of success suggests 
that either they did not have the sufficient will and 
determination to help find the desired solutions or were 
incapable of doing so for a multiple of reasons paramount of 
which was their traditional rivalry. While the end of 
superpower competition may usher in a new era in the 
Middle East power politics, there is still doubt whether 
Moscow and Washington would opt to put their beads 
together to resolve the Middle East conflicts, be they on the 
Arab-lsraeli front or on Iraq-Iron front. There would 
always be the haunting-suspicion that the meeting of the 
minds between them may not serve the cause of peace in the 
region. The fact that the two superpowers are sufficiently 
independent of Middle Eastern oil could end up depriving 
them of the needed incentive to strive more actively in the 
quest for peace in the Middle East. Seen against this 
backdrop, both Europe and Japan stand out as more 
concerned major powers with a vested interest in seeing 
peace reigning supreme in the Middle East. Europe made 
many attempts in this direction but all in vain. Now it is 
Japan's turn to explore peace in the Middle East and it may 
very weO succeed where all others have toiled. That is why 
the parties to the Arab-lsraeli conflict owe it to Japan to 
extend to Tokyo all forms of support and appreciation for 
the new role that it is earnestly trying to play in the Middle 
East. The politics of the Middle East could use new blood 
and Japan can offer the kind of missing catalyst that the 
parties to this conflict are impatiently waiting for. The fact 
tiiat Japan needs Middle Eastern oil and is dependent 00 it 
for the continuation of its economic miracle would suggest 
that Tokyo will try even harder than others to seek peace in 
the Middle East. Any such Japanese involvement in the 
Middle East need not preempt any other involvement, be H 
American, Soviet or European. Since the crux of the 
problem in the Middle East is the Palestinian problem and 
that there is no way to crack the Palestinian nut without an 
Israeli- Palestinian dialogue, what Japan is trying to do now 
in terms of promoting such a dialogue can gp a long way to 
facilitate the resolution of this dimension of the Arab-Iandi 
conflicts. 


EDBTOR1MS 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily on Friday hailed Syria’s stand with regard to 
the ongoing hostile campaigns on Iraq and said that that support 
from Damascus to Baghdad in the face of Israel's conspiracies 
means further solidarity among the Arabs in the face of external 
challenges and threats. The paper said that such solidarity is being 
bolstered in the first place with the firm and unequivocal stand by 
the countries of the Arab Cooperation Council in support of 
Baghdad’s stand and its determination to defend Arab soil. 
Solidarity among Arab states is the first step in a long process of 
joint action that can deter the enemy and put an end to Israel’s 
arrogance, the paper said. Solidarity and mutual cooperation in 
the face of Israel between Syria and Iraq and between Iraq and 
the other Arab countries means reviving the eastern front that 
confronts Israel and its aggression, the paper added. This is a real 
chance for the Arabs to breathe life again into the eastern front 
and to reactivate and bring back to life the Arab League’s joint 
defence pact which makes it necessary for an Arab country to 
come to the help of another in case of external threat, the paper 
noted. The revival of the eastern front vis-a-vis Israel, said the 
paper, is bound to create a strategic balance with the Israeli 
enemy and could prompt the Israelis to opt for peace after all. It 
said that the eastern front will serve as a deterrent for Israel's 
aggression and can help lay the foundation for real peace in our 
region. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily tackles the National Medical 
Institute (NMI) which only came into being a few years ago. Sateh 
Abdul Saraari says that the NMI is now at a crossroads with toe 
resignation of its Director General Dr. Abdul Sal am A! Majah. IBs 
resignation follows a long ‘and heated public controversy over the 
usefulness of such institution and the duties it should shoulder in 
developing health and medical services in Jordan, the writer says. 
He notes that the question is whether the Ministry of Health 
should take over control of all medical and health services as 
before and whether the NMI will be allowed to survive with new 
authorities. The writer notes also that the government should 
reconsider the whole issue in die light of its policy of incorporat- 
ing various institutions performing similar tasks with a view to 
preventing dual action and saving funds and expenses. Abdul 
Samad says re-examination of NMTs position is imperative now in 
view of the accumulating debts it is shouldering and with toe 
purpose of re-organising health and medical system with toe 
purpose of providing better medical services to the public. 

A1 Dustour daily Friday voiced deep satisfaction over the 
pan-Arab support for Iraq in confronting the Westem-Israeli 
cam paign. The paper said that the ACC foreign ministers who 
concluded a meeting in Amman have openly expressed backing 
for Baghdad in the face of the external threats and voiced (heir 
countries' commitment to the joint defence pact. What is more 
important, toe paper said, is their call for a free nuclear zone in the 
Mujdte East and inspection of Israel’s nuclear facilities, the paper 
noted. The ACC countries, it said, proved to be well aware of the 
looming danger and stressed thetf determination to stand by Iraq 
jn its confrontation with any Israeli aggression, a position which 
should now be copied by all Arab states because _ they are all 
faring a common threat, the paper added. 



View from Amman 


By Kamel S. Abu Jaber 


The Fertile Crescent: A strategic 


ONCE, there was a rabbi cal- 
led Eliezer Sdiash, who in the 
magic land of Israel became 
toe reincarnation of a Biblical 
tradition; long thought to be 
dead in what was once called 
Palestine. In the tradition of 
earlier Judges he, from a Tel 
Aviv basket ball stadium, 
thundered his condemnation of 
Israelis present day politics, 
especially those of the Labour 
party of Shimon Peres. Labour 
has severed the link with the 
past of its forefathers: it. and 
its kibbutzim... “raise (non — 
kosher) rabbits and pigs..." be 
said. 

It was thus that his support 
was withheld from Peres, who 
is not likely to be able to fonn 
the next Israeli cabinet. 

The issue for the white 
bearded rabbi was not the In- 
tifada Palestinian rights. 
Israel's practices in the occu- 
pied territories or future rela- 
tions with the Arabs.The issue 


concerned toe non Kosher rais- 
ing of pigs and rabbits. And 
we. in the Arabe World, like 
toe rest of the world sat glued 
to our T.V. screens wondering 
what the venerable rabbi 
would say and what would be 
the fate of the Peres efforts to 
form a cabinet, and by implica- 
tion what would be the fate of 
the “peace process”, indeed 
what would be our own future. 

Once I used to think, indeed 
dream that Israel's survival was 
predicated upon its acceptance 
by the Arabs. In watching the 
rabbi speaks before an audi- 
ence of almost twelve thousand 
bearded, black -coated and 
black-hatted ultra-orthodox 
Jews, the realisation finally 
dawned on me that it's our 
fate, indeed our survival, that 
is predicated upon Israel’s will 
and not the other way around. 

No tears came to my eyes 
with the sad realisation and no 


rebellion either. For I too seem 
to have acquired that sense of 
dense insensitivity that the 
Arab body politics appears to 
have developed. How did I, we 
become this way? Who is re- 
sponsible and why? Are ques- 
tions that will continue to seek 
answers for a very long time to 
come. History will judge, and 
those who had eyes to see and 
chose not to see will be judged 
by it. Why have we not been 
able to respond property?: to 
respond at all?Wbo is responsi- 
ble for the demolishing of an 
entire nation and undermining 
its will so that it is reduced to 
toe condition that it is present- 
ly in ? 

Indeed, the greatest struggle 
is against one’s self. But where 
do we begin? Our leaders 
seem, in their isolation from 
us, to be in the same quandry 
and as they struggle to ignore 
the problem in the hope that it 
will go away it continues to 


become more pressing. 

The time, the historical mo- 
ment seems to be right for 
what Prince Hassan once 
warned of: toe atomisation and 
balkanisation of the Arab 
East. The historical Persian — 
Jewish, today Iranian — Israeli 
alliance, dating from toe sixth 
century B.C. is still active. 
Neither Iran nor Israel is wilt- 
ing to contemplate peace. Both 
seem hard at work rearming 
and rebuilding their arsenals 
and both nurture an historical 
hatred of untold proportions. 
Fundamentalists both, and 
thinlrin£ in mfll enial terms they 
revived the old connection 
aiming at containing, indeed 
reducing the center, toe Fertile 
Crescent, to the level where by 
they can at least control its 
destiny if not govern it directly. 
The mixture of religious fervor 
and chauvinist nationalism fed 
by a sense of martyrdom and 
messianic zeal is indeed a 



dangerous combination. Even 
Ethiopia to toe south is nib- 
bling at our extermities, while 
our waters can be denied us 
when the fancy strikes some of 
those around. 

This is not an alarmist cry 
but a realistic assessment of the 
historical and the contempor- 
ary forces presently at work in 
toe Middle East. Day by day, 
Israel is budding its might. 
Already it has become, in real- 
ity, an empire in the area, toe 
whole Middle Eastern area and 
not just the Arab World. Iran 
too remains a potential threat 
with its leaders, shah’s or mul- 
lahs bent on building, rather 
rebuilding, their empire and 
averging themselves. While 
President Rafsangani calls for 
an army of twenty million, 
Israeli settlements are spread- 
ing not in the Gaza Strip, the 
West Bank and toe Golan 
Heights alone, but in toe Ar- 


qoub region of lebanon as welt. 

And wc continue to meet 
and discuss. Wc continue to 
protest and to pass rcvjiufrom 
while the interests of Ufose 
who harm us continue 10 pros- 
per. Worse still is the feci that 
Arab money continues to be 
invested for toe benefit of 
those whose policies are at the 
centre of our plight. 

Israel, with the entire West- 
ern world as its strategic depth, 
is already an empire whose 
rabbis decider our fate. Rabbi 
Eliezer Schash. toe bearded. 
06 year old leader of two poli- 
tical groupings was right when 
he concentrated on wfcai he 
considered essential in Israel: 
Kosher food and toe raising or 
non raising of pigs and rabbits. 
That. Indeed, is not 3 tuition in 
danger, when it can concen- 
trate on such luxurious debate, 
toe fate of it* governments 
accordingly decided 



Free Slovene 
elections usher 
new era in 
Yugoslavia 


Violence erupts 
as Italy struggles 
with immigration 


By Andrej Gustmck 
Reuter 

LJUBLJANA, Yugoslavia — 
Yugoslavia’s maverick republic of 
Slovenia on Sunday holds toe 
country's first multi-party elec- 
tions since World War II. usher- 
ing in a new era of democracy 
after 45 years of Communist rale. 

Seventeen political parties and 
groups of all shades will contest - 
the elections in the northwestern 
republic that could oust 
Slovenia's Communists, even 
though they have changed their 
name and split from the crumb- 
ling federal party. 

Local officials in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia's capital, say a coalition 
government is likely because no 
party looks strong enough to win 
outright. 

They say the ex-Communists 
are unlikely to get a majority in 
parliament but may buck the 
trend in Eastern Europe by put- 
ting up a respectable fight be- 
cause they have long been pro- 
reform. 

The polls could also change toe 
face of Yugoslavia because fac- 
tions in ibe main opposition 
groups advocate Slovenia's seces- 
sion from the rest of this Balkan 
federation — toe key question 
dominating the election cam- 
paign. 

“It’s impossible to predict how 
Yugoslavia will look at the end of 
this year,” said one Western di- 
plomat. “It may be a federation, 
a confederation or it may not 
exist at all.” 

Elections follow two weeks la- 
ter in Croatia and some other 
republics are expected to hold 
elections in the next year. 

In Slovenia, the 17 parties and 
groups will be running for 240 
seats m the regional parliament. 
Four candidates, including for- 
mer regional Communist Party 
chief Milan Kucan, are contesting 
toe post of president of the re- 
public. 

The main opposition forces are 
the Democratic Opposition of 
Slovenia (Demos) anti -Commun- 
ist coalition and the Greens of 
Slovenia, an environmentalist 
party which led in a newspaper 
opinion poll this week. 

The main left-wing groups are 
the ex-Communists, who split 
from the Yugoslav Communist 
Party and renamed themselves 
toe Democratic Reform Party 
(DRP) in February, and the 
Liberal Party — a former Com- 
munist front organisation. 

All are opposed by indepen- 
dent candidate Ivan Kramberger, 


a rich inventor who. dressed in 
blade, often rides around Ljublja- 
na on a bicycle with his pfct 
monkey. He told his rivals on 
local television recently that they 
send him to sleep. 

Independent groups have blos- 
somed since Slovenia, which has 
strong Western European cultu- 
ral and historical roots, became 
toe first republic last year to allow 
opposition parties. Slovenia has 
long been at odds with more 
conservative republics by advo- 
cating considerably more radical 
democratic reforms, including 
press freedoms and political and 
economic changes. 

“I doubt whether any party will 
get an absolute majority in' 
Slovenia so there will be some 
sort of coalition in parliament,” 
A Slovene political analyst said. | 

“It’s not that people necessari- 
ly trust the new parties, most of 
whom have little or no political 
experience, but the same instinc- j 
five anti-Coaummism that is pre- 
sent elsewhere in Eastern 
Europe also exists in Slovenia.” 

The ex-Communists* failure ' 
would be another blow to the 
beleagured federal Communist 
Party, which is split by rows over 
reforms, its own role and toe 
future shape of Yugoslavia, a 
federation of eight republics and 
provinces. 

But Kucan says the Commun- 
ists in Slovenia are in a better 
position than their counterparts 
in Eastern Europe. 

Slovenia's Communists have 
long been at the vanguard of 
reform and advocate Western- 
style social democracy. Kucan is 
considered popular and is widely 
tipped to become president. 

“The process of democratisa- 
tion flowed more natifraliy in 
Slovenia and one of its main 
generators was toe Communist 
Party,” Kucan told Reuters in an 
interview. “The opposition has 
only one programme and that is 
to defeat Communists.” 

Demos, a coalition of several 
parties including the Social 
Democrats, Christian Socialists 
and the Peasants’ Union, wants 
Slovene sovereignty inside or out- 
side Yugoslavia, privatisation of 
all firms in the republic and a 
Slovene currency. 

Demos has nominated Joze 
Pucnik, a dissident who spent 
seven years in Yugoslavia jails as 
a political prisoner, as its candi- 
date for president 

Some Demos leaders advocate ! 
secession from Yugoslavia. 


By Mary Beth Sheridan 

The Associated Press 

FLORENCE. Italy — Carlo Tes- 
ti remembers when the problem 
of illegal immigration came to his 
door, right on toe Via de' Cal- 
zaidli, one of toe most fashion- 
able streets in this renaissance 
city. 

First, a few African immi grants 
spread blankets on toe pedestrian 
mall, putting out sunglasses and 
fake Louis Vuitton bags for 
sale. Then others came, and soon 
there were 400 vendors. 

“People couldn’t pass any 
more,” Testi said, pgmg down 
the street from his famiiys 
century- old hat shop to the 14th- 
century Ponte Vccchio Bridge.“It 
was a desperate situation.” 

These days, not an African 
vendor is in sight. Florence dis- 
patched hundreds of police in 
March to round up illegal immig- 
rants and vendors in an operation 
that newspaper* bed a “witch- 
hunt for blacks. 

Coming after a bloody attackby 
local youths on African immig- 
rants. toe police sweep has raised 
an outcry and made Florence, toe 
birthplance of Renaissance 
humanism, the symbol of a 
national debate about immigra- 
tion and racism. 

“Italy has given the world 26 
million emigrants, "Depty Pre- 
mier O audio Martelii said recent- 
ly. “Is it possible that the (worl- 
d's)fifth or sixth industrial power 
loses its bearings, is tom apart, or 
reacts with furor and malice be- 
fore toe difficulties and problems 
raised by a few hundred thousand 
immigrants?” 

The attack and police action 
shocked Italians, who pride them- 
selves on tolerance and have a 
long emigrant tradition. 

“People also yelled crook, swind- 
ler, invader at my father in Bos- 
ton,” Monsignor loigi di Iiego, 
Rome director of the charity 
organisation Caritas, said in a 


recent interview in the newspaper 
La Repubblica. 

Violence against immigrants 
has been a problem in recent 
decades in central and northern 
European countries as they have 
absorbed citizens of former col- 
onies and guest - workers from 
poorer countries. In recent 
weeks, France has seen a wave of 
racist attacks against North Afri- 
cans. 

The explosion of racial tension 
in Florence is linked to europe’s 
newest wave of immigration: 
Poor Africans, Latin Americans 
and others beading for southern 
European countries which have 
enjoyed economic booms but 
which still lack toe immigration 
controls imposed in recent years 
by France, England or Scandina- 
via. 

' With an estimated 100,000 
illegal immigrants a year, Italy 
has become toe focal point of the 
new migration, experts say. But 
despite its strong economy, Italy 
has difficulty absorbing them be- 
cause of scarce housing and poor 
public health and education sys- 
tems. 

“In the past year, toe amount 
(of immigration) has been huge 
and unforeseen,” said Giorgio 
Morales, a Socialist who was 
forced to resign as Florence’s 
mayor following the police 
sweep. 

“These new phenomena have 
come in a short time in Florence 
and because of this there has 
been a reaction of intolerance.” 

Estimates of the number of 
illegal immigrants in Italy range 


from 500,000 to 1.5 million. 

Ugo Vittorio Saibante, an im- 
migration expert with toe govern- 
ment's national council of toe 
economy and work, said he be- 
lieved the number was about 1 
million, up 100 per cent from 
1985. Only about half have work 
permits, he said. 

Authorities say many of toe 
illegal immigrants are doing jobs 
Italians don't want, particularly 
in the countryside, where 
thousands pick tomatoes, help 
fishermen of work in small factor- 
ies. 

However. Saibante said, “there 
is a tendency among people from 
less developed countries to go to 
toe cities... but in toe big rides 
there are many fewer possibili- 
ties.” 

In Florence, troubles started 
about a year ago. as more and 
more African vendors filled the 
streets around the Duomo 
Cathedral and the 14th - century 
Palazzo Vecchio city hall, which 
attract thousands of tourists dai- 
ly. Initially, police ignored them. 

But Florence’s strictly reg- 
ulated souvenir and handicraft 
vendors were furious. Shopkeep- 
ers were also up in arms. 

“ To see all these people here 
in the centre wasn't good for 
tourism," Testi said. “ The image 
was ugly.” 

The African vendors say they 
simply were trying to earn a living 
while searching for a steady job. 
They accuse toe shopkeepers of 
racism. 

“We must sell to pay the 
hotel," a 26-year- old Senegalese 


vendor explained in broken 
French, referring to the cheap 
room he shares with another ven- 
dor. 

In February, about 
4,lX)0resider.ts held a “march of 
defenseless citizens” against a 
crime wave many people attri- 
buted to immigrants working for 
Italian-run drug and prostitution 
rings. 

Days later, the tension ex- 
ploded: Dozens of young masked 
“avengers” armed with baseball 
bats and iron bars went cm e 
rampage duriag pre-Lent carnival 
celebrations, beating up African 
immigrants. 

In mid-March, spurred by 
citizens' complaints. Florence au- 
thorities ordered hundreds of 
pobce into the streets to detain 
illegal immigrants and chase away 
the African vendors. 

A string of other racist attacks 
in major cities followed, and ven- 
dors responded with a hunger 
strike and sit - down protest. 

Italian officials hope to defuse 
the tensions linked to the flood of 
immigration with a new amnesty 
law sponsored by Deputy Pre- 
mier. Martelii, a Socialist. 

The controversial measure 
allows foreigners who were in 
Italy before Dec. 31 to receive 
work permits and benefits. 

Unlike an unsuccessful 1987 
amnesty, the new law imposes 
heavy penalties 00 employers 
who don't legalise their workers, 
and it establishes strict rules on 
who can now enter. 

Critics predict the measure will 
not slow the flood of immigrants, 
who often come by sea and don't 
pass through border controls. 

“ With the amnesty ... Italy has 
sent a message: whoever enters 
this country not only will never be 
thrown out. but sooner or later 
will be regularised.” said Giorgio 
la Malfa, head of toe Republican 
Party, part of the governing coali- 
tion. The party voted against the 
amnesty measure in parliament. 
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World Health Day 
focuses on nature 
and environment 
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By Nar Sad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
has designated the occasion of 
its 42nd anniversary, which 
falls today, as World Health 
Day with environmental health 
as the central theme under the 
slogan: “Our Planet, Our 
Health; Think Globally, Act 
Locally.” 

The slogan calls on govern- 
ments and non-governmental 

organisations as well as com- 
munities and individuals to 


coordinate and work together 
to protect the environment 
The issue not only the respon- 
sibility of certain environmen- 
tal organisations, but also of 
every individual, according: to 
WHO. 

Environmental specialists at 
the health education division 
of the Ministry of Health, say 
that World Health Day pro- 
vides a chance to review and 
monitor the progress achieved 
so far towards realising WHO's 
goal. By the year 2000, all 
citizens of the world shall have 
attained a standard of health 


mat ' 
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Synergism : 1 + 1 = 5 

Virtually all laboratory tests to determine carcinogenicity of 
suspected substances are based on responses to single-source 
exposures. Results of such testing methods may significantly 
underestimate risks in the real world became it is now wefi-known 
that certain substances in combination are far more hazardous 
other one would be If acting independently. For rmuptr. 
who smoke cigarettes are 10 times more likely to develop hmg 
cancer than are non-smokers; asbestos workers incur significantly 
higher risk of hmg can c er than do people not to ashata n. 

However, a person who both smokes cigarettes and works with 
asbestos b 90 times more tOwiy to get hmg cancer than is a person 
exposed nettber to cigarette smoke nor to asbestos — for higher than 
the risk factor for either type of exposure separately. This 
phenomenon, where the Interaction of 2 or more substances 
produces an effect greater than the sum of their independent effects, 
is knows as Synergism and can perhaps be most easily thought of as 
a sfruatloa where 1+1 = 5. 

Synergistic effects are ad MnnimwifaJ hi rAtiw. * ff biWartin« 
between various air poOotants, water etc.. Synergism 

has been most studied, however, in the context of cancer and 
smoking in an effort to demonstrate the degree of risk inhere* in 
various types of smokers’ Bfestyks. In arfjHrtnn to the smokfatg- 
asbestos connection, other synergestic associations with smoking 
hdnde: 

SMOKING and ALCOHOL consumption:- ranch higher rates of 
cancer of the month, larynx, and esophagus. 

SMOKING and living in areas of high air poBntion: - devsted risk of 
Sang cancer. 

SMOKING and working with chemicals or tn a ra n k m i mines;- Mj* 
hsag cancer risk. 

By: Dr. Najjar Ziad MD, MPH 
Health Education specialist 
The Ministry of Health. 


which enables them to be 
socially and economically pro- 
ductive.” 

An ambitions goal indeed, 
but Sami Dalaimi, chief of the 
environmental health depart- 
ment, says that problems can- 
not be rKolved by one country 
alone because one country’s 
negligence will affect not only 
its neighbours but also the en- 
tire world. Thus there must be 
local activities and internation- 
al activities in order to realise 
the goal, he points out. 

Jordan has been very active 
in participating in environmen- 
tal conferences and activities, 
says D alaimi . With the signing 
of the Hague Convention and 
Basel protocol as well as orga- 
nising and attending interna- 
tional conferences Jordan’s 
activities today are widespread, 
be told the Jordan Times. 

According to Sahar Halassa, 
a specialist in health education, 
the activities include spreading 
awareness amongst Jordanian 
people through lectures and 
educational programmes. 
Environment-oriented Com- 
petitions will also take place in 
schools; such as who can draw 
the nicest picture of the en- 
vironment. There will also be 
tree planting campaigns be- 
cause trees are known to help 
clean the atmosphere from 
pollution. In addition, there 
will be lectures in universities 
and in mosques. “The activi- 
ties aim at drawing the public's 
attention to the importance of 
protecting the environment 
from the dangers threatening 
man and wildlife,” Halassa 
says. 

However, environmentalists 
maintain that although there is 
increasing awareness and 
shared views, human activities 
still continue to alter the com- 
position of the earth. 

All countries are threatened 
by certain dangers and Jordan 
is no exception. According to 
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Jordan faces air poOntion, particularly in down- result in emis 
town Amman whore the heavy traffic of vehicle pfaur dkndde 


Dalaimi, Jordan faces threats 
such as air pollution, especially 
in the downtown area where 
the heavy flow of vehicles re- 
sult in carbon monoxide and 
sulphur dioxide which are de- 
trimental to the lungs, throat 
and eyes. He adds that certain 
factories emit sulphur into the 
atmosphere as well. These in- 
clude the Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery and A1 Hussein Ther- 
mal Power Station, which emit 
some 27,000 tonnes of sulphur 
each year, according to en- 
vironmentalists. Food safety is 
also a threat to Jordan, accord- 
ing to the health education 
division. Food is a more impor- 
tant transporter of disease than 
people are aware, especially 
those purchased from street 
vendors, says the department. 


Mubarak defends Iraq (Pope meets PLO 


(Conthmed from page 1) 

die United States joined in the 
anti-Iraq campaign, although be 
praised President George Bush 
for “very moderate and ba- 
lanced,” statements. 

Following is an unofficial transla- 
tion of the final statement issued by 
the AOC foreign ministers in Amman 
Thmsday. 

The foreign ministers of the mem- 
ber states of the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) held an extraordinary 
mr.'Ting in Amman, Jordan, between 
April 4-5, 1990 to discuss the chal- 
lenges faring those states and the 
Arab Nation as well, especially in the 
Sght of the escalated, unfounded and 
hostile campaign against Iraq. 

His Excellency. Mr. Tareq Aziz, 
deputy prime minister and foreign 
zmnmer of Iraq, gave a full and 
documented presentation of the va- 
rious aspects of the ongoing campaign 
which might be a preparation for 
hostile actions against his country. 
Mr. Aziz presented all documents 
and facts relating to the subject de- 
monstrating, beyond any shadow of 
doubt, that Iraq was trying to obtain, 
through proper commercial means, 
and in quantities, some material 
for a university scientific programme. 

The documents which Iraq pre- 
sented to the meeting showed that the 
U.S. authorities, in coorefinatkm with 
the British ones, implanted, pur- 
posefully, an agent of the Federal 
Investigation Bureau (FBI), in the 
American company which is produc- 
ing the said material in order to twist' 
i purely legal transaction and turn it 
hmd a sting so that Iraqi agencies will 
be hoaxed and the entire matter 
would then be exploited for political 
purposes. However, the facts show 
that those agencies remained commit- 
ted to ft y-tr original requests dedi- 
cated to purely scientific ends by the 
university of technology. 

Thereafter, the ministers reviewed 
the ongoing vicious media c amp aign 
aad mabdous political statements 
heaped against Iraq whether in con- 
nection with the execution of the 
ffldksai Israeli spy or the latest de- 
velopments, all of which could only 
be viewed as a preparation for laun- 
ching a premeditated attack against 
Iraq similar to the Israeli aggression 
agates: the peaceful Iraqi oedeer 
msallaiioos in 1981; that aggression 

which was unanimously condemned 
by the Security Council in its Resolu- 
tion 478 (19S1), notwithstanding the 
fact tfcar mrfi vcp otaoo s campaigns 
are being fadted to divert attention 
away from continued Israeli suppres- 
sion of the heroic t ip r isin g of the 
Palestinian people to perpetuate 
lwaers occupation of the Arab terri- 
tories aad finally justify its staffing of 
foe effortt w achieve a just, compre- 
kative peace. 

The ministers affir med that the 
national security of brotherly Iraq is 
pan and pared of pan-Arab security 
and the member states of the ACC as 
wefl as the entire Arab Nation are 
cooamtted to Iraq In case of 
aggressioa or threats of aggression by 
any ndr, thm dedaring their M 
solidarity with Iraq in its resolute 
resistance to aH tO-wiH deeds and 
fabrications; which die ministers de- 


mand be stopped. 

Abo tire ministers expressed their 
commitment to Iraq’s right together 
with all Arab countries to economic, 
development and scientific and tech- 
□cfogica] advancement, emphasising 
that tire capabilities of Iraq or for that 
matter any Arab country are for 
legitimate self-defence against exter- 
nal a tt acks , and not intended to 
threaten or attack any party. 

The ministers drew the attention 
that among the aims of this campaign 
was the disruption of Euro- Arab dia- 
logue which was relaunched recently 
and the worsening of historical Euro- 
Arab relationship, especially in fight 
of the forthcoming European position 
vis-a-vis the Palestinian question. The 
ministers called upon friendly Euro- 
pean countries to be alerted to this, 
and to avoid any moves that could 
negatively effect such relations, or 
harm their growing. They stressed 
that the common interest of both 
parties requires more cooperation be- 
tween them. 

In this regard the ministers 
affirmed that their countries bring 
parties to the n ucle ar Non- 
proliferation Treaty (NPT) are work- 
ing continuously t o wards dedaring 
the Middle East a region free of 
nuclear weapons. They called upon 
the international community to obli- 
gate Israel to comply with interna- 
tional wfll and adhere co the NPT, 
and submit its unclear facilities to the 
international supervision and guaran- 
tees system as called for in Security 
Council Resolution 487. They also 
expressed their conviction that any 
successful and effective international 
resolution for matters related to pro- 
liferation of chemical weapons should 
be based on a comprehensive 
approach which in c lude afl kinds of 
y w- n porw: and systems of massive des- 
tructive nature, whether nuclear, che- 
mical or biological. Only this 
approach would lead to regional and 
international security. They affirm 
tfM* foreign nndear, iltrmical and 
intelligence threats facing the Arab 
Nation necessitates that the Arabs 
defend themselves. Further, the eas- 
ing of te n sion emanating from such . 
threats demands commitments to in- 
ternational obligations and treaties a 
a comprehensive fashion. 

The ministers also recalled the re- 
solution adopted by the summit of the 
Arab Ooperatioa Council in its 
paring in Amman in February 1990, 
concerning Jewish immigration from 
the Soviet Union and East Europe. 
They stressed their countries rejec- 
tion to tins immigration which would 
result in settling the new immigrants 
in the Arab territories occupied since 
1967, "Vfarfmg Jerusalem, and the 
expulsion of die Palestinians from 
their homeland. 

The m mk ftBr c unanimously agreed 
that the rhalteitges faring the Arab. 
Nation, inducting the current cam- 
paigns against Iraq, coupled with 


(Conthmed from page 1) 

visits, and similar to that 
accorded beads of state. 

The embassy charged Italy had 
provided Arafat with a stage for 
propaganda. FGs visit to Assisi, 
officials contended, was a “ridi- 
culous'’ attempt to make him a 
symbol of peace. 

The Vatican has no formal 
diplomatic ties with Israel. It has 
cited Israel’s unsettled bound- 
aries, die “contested status” of 
Jerusalem and tire Palestinian 
question as the reasons for the 
absence of relations. 

In a statement after Friday’s 
meeting, Vatican spokesman Joa- 
quin Navarro said the Pope 
agreed to meet Arafat to encour- 
age “any positive attitude in the 
search for peace and especially to 
strengthen the will for a dialogue 
as tire only valid way to find 
adequate solutions for conflicts.** 
Navarro said the Pope noted 
that this is the season of impor- 
tant religious holidays, the 
Christian Easter, the Jewish Pas- 
sover and the Muslim Ramadan. 




For all your: 


require utmost alertness and pre- 
paredness by tire Arab Nation and 
f pik for a ashed Arab s t and to 
prot e ct Arab fends and legitimate 
inte rest. 

The nmattn also deckled to keep 
the n»«gr under review and they 
agreed cm certain steps regnrding tins 
issue. 
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Solid waste dumping, 
according to Dalaimi, attacks 
public health. Accumulated 
waste provides food and shel- 
ter to insects and rodents and it 
blocks water drainage channels 
in addition to being ugly sites 
in residential areas. 

Toxic wastes are also being 
discharged in unknown places 
and in unknown amounts, say 
specialists. 

These issues, add to the dan- 
gers Jordan faces from worl- 
dwide threats; namely climatic 
changes resulting from atmosp- 
heric pollution. The rise in sea 
level of about 30 centimetres 
to 1.5 metre by the middle of 
next century, causing floods 
and land destruction, and the 
depletion of the ozone layer 
which causes skin cancer, in- 


of carbon monoxide and sul- 


dustrialisation which has in- 
creased carbon dioxide emis- 
sions and other noxious gases 
into the atmosphere — known 
as the green house effect. It is 
estimated that by the middle of 
next century world tempera- 
tures will increase by three to 
nine degrees Farenheit be- 
cause of the green house 
effect. 

Clearly, World Health Day 
will not resolve environmental 
problems, but envionmental- 
ists hope that the general 
awareness will increase 
through campaigns and educa- 
tional programmes and the 
public will look at the issue 
with more seriousness and im- 
portance. “Each and every in- 
dividual can make a differ- 
ence,'' says Dalaimi. 


Jordan, IMF reach accord 


“The Pope expressed the 
strong hope that Almighty God 
wishes to listen to the pleas of so. 
many faithful, and in particular of 
those people of the Middle East, 
and grants them the so-desired 
peace in justice and security,” 
Navarro said. 

Navarro said the two men also 
discussed the civil war in Leba- 
non, with the Pope stressing that 
the use of arms would not suc- 
ceed in bringing dignity and con- 
crete sovereignty to that country. 

Arafat said Thursday he had 
asked deputies in the Israeli par- 
liament to vote for Labour Party 
leader Shimon Peres in his battle 
to form a government. 

Italian officials said the PLO 
chairman told Prime Minister 
Giolio Andreotti: 

“I have asked Arab deputies 
present in the Knesset to vote for 
Peres and it will be the first time 
this happens.” 

The officials said Arafat made 
the statement after Andreotti 
urged him to help Peres form a 
government for the sake of peace 
talks. 


(Continued from page I) 

Economists said Thursday's 
statement, coupled with the ex- 
pected release of $22 million 
IMF credit, indicates that the 
IMF was satisfied with Jordan's 
efforts to meet targets stipu- 
lated in the economic restruc- 
turing programme agreed with 
the fund in April last year. 

“It means a green light for 
Jordan as weQ as commercial 
bank creditors to initiate the 
process of rescheduling,'’ said 
economist Fahed Fanck. 

Jar dan eh told the Jordan 
Times the Kingdom was seek- 
ing to obtain the $150 million 
loan from the Overseas Econo- 
mic Cooperation Fond (OECF) 
rather than the Export-Import 
Bank of Japan. He explained 
that OECF terms were softer in 
comparison with the Export- 
Import bank. “The matter is 
under study,” Jardaneb said 
without elaboration. 

Thursday’s statement carried 
by Petra said that the IMF 
delegation discussed Jordan’s 
economic performance and 




The First Class Hotel in | 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! ] 


financial and monetary policies 
in 1989 and those to be im- 
plemented in fiscal 1990. The 
statement noted that the King- 
dom had managed to bring 
down its trade deficit to a level 
lower than specified in the eco- 
nomic restructuring program- 
me. 

Jordan, which has a foreign 
debt of $8.06 billion (revised 
figure), has already resche- 
duled payments due in 1989 and 
1990 to its major creditors. 

Thursday’s statement de- 
scribed the Jordan-XMF talks as 
“very successful and fruitful... 
characterised by complete 
understanding.” 

Despite a projected JD 199 
million deficit in the 1990 
budget, Jardaneh said last 
month the ''outlook is bright 
for the Jordanian economy” 
and expressed confidence that 
the Kingdom's foreign ex- 
change reserves would be 
raised to $650 million from the 
present $380 mQHon by the end 
of the year if anticipated Arab 
financial assistance material- 
ises. 


Your eat has fever? 
Your dog lias a rash? 
Try C.W. Schaubhut 


By Carat Ross 

Reuter 


NEW YORK — For a cat with 
sneezing fits, try onion capsules 
as a cure. For an itchy dog, a dose 
of poison ivy. And for a consti- 
pated pet python, diluted strych- 
nine. 

So says maverick veterinary 
surgeon Dr. C.W. Schaubhut, 
one of a growing number of 
homeopathic doctors whose 
treatments are based on a princi- 
ple of “like treats like.” The best 
remedy for an ailment, they say, 
is one that mimics the symptoms. 

People are paying hundreds of 
dollars a visit to have thier pels 
treated with these age-old re- 
medies made mainly from plants 
and minerals. 

“We've just scratched the sur- 
face of what this is all about, even 
though it’s as old as a tradition as 
any sort of medicine,” Schaubhut 
said in his Manhattan clinic where 
be helped dancer Mikhail Barysh- 
nikov's black standard poodle de- 
liver pups. 

Schaubhut relies on regular 
veterinary treatments for about a 
quarter of his patients. But the 
rest of the time, he says, sweep- 
ing his arm past hundreds of vials 
of natural remedies, all that’s 
needed is a good dose of some of 
these to wipe away even the most 
stubborn of ailments. 

Hysteria in your chihuahua? 
Heart disease in your fen-et? 
Homesickness? Arthritis? Di- 
abetes? Schaubhut says he's got a 
cure for it all. 

As he spoke, a stocky black 
dog, yelping and obviously in 
pain, sidled into the clinic. “Oh 


is that the Rottweiler?” 
Schaubhut grumbled. “I know 
him. He’s really a rough guy.” 
The animal had vicious di- 
arrhoea and the doctor pre- 
scribed arsenicum album — arse- 
nic so diluted with milk sugar that 
the final capsule contains only 
one one- millionth of a gram of 
the poison. He explained; "The 
arsenic causes the lining of the 
intestines to degenerate and you 
begin to bleed and haemorrhage 
and become very dehydrated." 
“Small doses alert the body to the 
ailment and rally its own disease- 
defence system,” he says. 

This works? the dog's dis- 
traught owner nods. 

In tbe waiting room, pet own- 
ers dote on their ailing animals. 

Animals in the intensive care 
unit wake drowsy from surgery. 
They have had tumours, claws or 
ear mites removed or have been 
neutered. Many will get 
homeopathic follow-up treat- 
ment. 

A cat. whose vision was blur- 
red and balance impaired after a 
picture fell on her neck, was 
given belladona — “an herb 
named tor beautiful Italian ladies 
who used to put it in their eyes to 
make their pupils dilate for flirt- 
ing,” Schaubhut said. 

Rashes and skin eruptions are 
often treated with miefodoses of 
poison ivy, and hayfever with 
onion abstract — or octopus ink, 
depending on the time of day the 
sneezing fits occur. The doc- 
tor's remedies are usually made 
from plants and minerals but he 
also u&s “nosodes" — substances 
made from pus and other fluids. 
Some substances are extracted 
from solid tissues. 


(Omtinued from page 1) 


position of the three groups which 
had previously categorically rejected 
tbe idea of a national charter. Offi- 
cials of the three groups had stressed 
in the past that there was no need for 
a charter and that the Jordanian 
Constitution included all the needed 
provisions to regulate political par- 
ties. 

But, according to political sources, 
tbe recent deliberations between 
senior Royal Court officials and rep- 
resentatives of the three groups re- 
sulted in agreement on the part of the 
hitter to join the committee. 

Sources dose to the JPDP and the 
PFLP said that while the two groups 
initially opposed the idea, discussions 
with senior officials succeeded in 
allaying their lean that tbe charter 
would aim at imposing constraints on 
political parties and limiting the parti- 
cipation of tbe left 

On Friday a senior official from the 
PFLP, Azmi Khawaja, told tbe Jor- 
dan Times that the three groups were 
going to coordinate their position 
within the committee. 

In a statement distributed last 
month, the Muslim Brotherhood im- 
plied that the national charter should 
exdude the Marxist left from the 
country's political life and indude a 
commitment to liberate all of Pales- 
tine. 

Personalities who were already 
approached for appointment to the 
committee said that they did not 
discuss the contents of the charter 
with Royal Palace officials. “We dis- 
cussed modalities and the way the 
committee is expected to work." said 
one of them on condition of anonym- 
ity. 

Although the Jordan Times could 
not obtain all of the names of the 
personalities who were approached, 
the following are the names of 19 
figures who were summoned to the 
Royal Court last week to join the 


committee: 

Ibrahim Bakr (lawyer); Laila Shar- 
af ( Upper House member and former 
information minister); Hamad 
Farhan (Upper House member and a 
leading member of the Ai Qawmiyun 
nationalist movement in the 50s and 
60s); Asma Khader (lawyer and hu- 
man rights activist); Said AJ Tal 
(former minister and university pro- 
fessor); Ali Abu Nuwar (former 
chief of staff of the Armed Forces and 
a leader of an opposition “free offic- 
ers'* movement in the 50s); Amin 
Sbukyr (former leading Baathist and 
now member of the Upper House of 
Parliament); Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
(Muslim Brotherhood deputy from 
Balqa); Yousef Al A them (Muslim 
Brotherhood deputy from Maan); 
Majed Khalifeb (Muslim Brother- 
hood deputy from Amman); Abdul- 
lah Akayfeh (Muslim Brotherhood 
deputy from Tafileh); Ishaq Farhan 
(Muslim Brotherhood member and 
member of the Upper House); 
Mohammad Fares Tarawueh (Baath- 
ist deputy from (Karak); Mima Shu- 
kyi (pan- Arab nationalist writer); 
Samir Habasbnch (pan-Arabist writer 
and agriculturalist); Tayseer Zibri 
(general secretary of the JPDP); Issa 
Mdanat (political bureau member of 
the Jordanian Communist Party and 
deputy from Karak); Theeb Marji 
(deputy from irbid); Hamadeh 
Faraneh (writer); and Akram Zuaiter 
(Upper House member and histo- 
rian). 

Id addition, the following are ex- 
pected to be included in the commit- 
tee: Upper House Speaker Ahmad Al 
Lawzi, Lower House Speaker Sulei- 
man Arar, the King's Political Advi- 
sor Adrian Abu Odeh, Information 
Minister Ibrhaim Izzeddin, Aida Al 
MutJaq (political activist from Irbid) 
and Iyad Qanan (director of the 
Royal Cultural Centre and a writer). 

According to the sources, heads of 
professional associations and unions 
are also expected to be named mem- 
bers of the panel. 
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Japan interested in Iraq development plan — Chalabi 


Iraq to wor 
oil supply* 



stable 
OPEC 


TOKYO (Agencies) — The 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) group 
of Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Kuwait 
are working for stable oil supply 
and prices and a united OPEC, 
Iraqi Oil Minister Issam Abdul 
Rahim A1 Chalabi said. 

“We will be doing so because 
we are Arab countries, all in the 
Gulf, and we are major producers 
with spare capacity,” Chalabi 
toU* suters in an interview. 

GcECs top priority now is to 
improve oil prices to secure earn- 
ings for all members, ensure big- 
ger output to meet growing world 
demand and stave off another 
energy crisis, he said. 

Chalabi said be will meet his 
Saudi Arabian and Kuwaiti coun- 
terparts before the bi-annual full 
ministerial OPEC conference set 
fin 1 May 25 in Geneva to coordin- 
ate the views of the Gulf produc- 
ers. 

Asked if Iraq is trying to be a 
leader of OPEC, Chalabi said, 
“there is no leader among OPEC, 
aD 13 members have an equal 
share of responsibility... and they 
are equally important.” 

“But Iraq, now being without 
the (production) constraints it 
had before... we feel this is an 
excellent platform to safeguard 
the interests of producers and 
consumers,'' he added. 

Both Iraq and Iran had export 
problems during their eight-year 
Gulf war which ended in August 
1988. 

To maintain stable oil prices, 
the best OPEC can do now is to 
meet every six months and set 
.pricing and production targets, 
while dosely watching market 
forces, the minister said. 

"We cannot set long-term 
targets. OQ prices depend on mar- 
ket forces and other factors like 
accidents," Chalabi said. 

OPEC holds the key to main- 
taining stable supplies of crude 
oh to world consumers now that 


supplies from outside the group 
are declining, he said. 

The world's iarget oil produc- 
er, the Soviet Union, is faced 4 
with a decline in capacity, and the 
world's biggest oil coitsumer, the 
United States, is increasing im- 
ports, he added. 

Saudi Arabia has the world's 
Iarget oil reserves, and Iraq has 
the second largest, oil industry 
sources say. 

In coordinating the different 
views among the 13 members of 
OPEC, “there needs to be a 
combination, one way to meet 
the desire of those countries with 
spare capacity and those who 
cannot raise capacity 1 and wish to 
see higher prices to secure nation- 
al revenues.” Chalabi said. 

Chalabi joined a global cam- 
paign, launched by OPEC 
Secretary-General Subroto. to 
call on major consumer nations to 
provide financial assistance to 
OPEC producers to avert an oil 
supply shortage in The 1990s. 

Chalabi declined to disclose 
how much money Iraq needs to 
develop new fields found in the 
1970s. 


Ramzi S alm an, president of 
Iraq's State Oil and Marketing 
Organisation (SOMO), told 
Japanese consumers when he vi- 
sited Tokyo in February that Iraq 
wanted $30 billion to expand 
capacity by two million barrels per 
day (BPD) by 1995, oil industry 
sources have said. 

Chalabi said iraq plans to raise 
its output capacity by 1.5 to 2.0 
million BPD in three to four 
years from around five million 
BPD now. 

Chalabi also said Friday 
Japanese companies have shown 
strong interest in his invitation to 
develop known iraqi oil fields at 
their own expense and be repaid 
in oil from the fields. 

Chalabi also said Iraq wanted 
to increase oil sales to Japan. 


whose 200,000 BPD purchases 
from his country amounted to 
only about six per cent of its total 
purchases. 

"I think we wifi see an increase 
throughout this year," he added 
at a news conference after a series 
of meetings with Japanese offi- 
cials and oil company executives. 

He said he also sought in- 
creased Japanese participation in 
Iraq's overall economic develop- 
ment efforts after the 1988 cease- 
fire in its war with Iran. 

Concerning Iraqi oil fields disc- 
overed in the 1970s, Chalabi said, 
“we made a scheme whereby we 
would be asking those companies 
which are interested to develop 
the fields through their own fi- 
nances, with payment to be made 
from the crude oil produced from 
those fields.” 

While long-term supply con- 
tracts would be worked out, he 
added, no equity or production- 
sharing arrangements would be 
offered because “there is no ex- 
ploration risk in this scheme.” 

He said his delegation had met 
with almost every oil company in 
Japan, and they bad shown strong 
interest, forming task forces to 
study the plan. 

Iraq also has talked with U.S., 
British and European companies 
about the effort to expand Iraq's 
oil production capacity, he said. 

Keeping oil producers’ overall 
capacity ahead of deamand, he 
said, would avoid future “oil 
shocks” in which prices shot up. 

But he added that consuming 
countries could not expect pro- 
ducers to sink their export re- 
venue back into the development 
of oil fields serving the needs of 
those consumers. 

“So it is also the responsibility 
of the consumers to take active 
measures to increase the produc- 
tion capacity,” he said. 

Chalabi said, “all indications 
show there has been and is going 
to be an increase in demand." 


‘Landmark 


Japan 


pact sparks controversy 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
and Japanese negotiators are 
asking their governments to 
approve a remarkable document 
that seeks to radically alter 
Japanese society and reduce 
America's intractable trade de- 
ficit. 

President George Bush hailed 
die accord reached Thursday as a 
landmark agreement marking a 
new era in relations between the 
world’s two largest economies. 
But congressional sceptics in the 
United States questioned the 
Japanese would five up to their 
put of the bargain, and Japanese 
business and consumer groups 
strongly objected to parts of the 
agreement. 

Parts of the agreement could 
take years to carry out. Many 
measures are' subject to legisla- 
tive approval. 

In Toltyo Friday, Prime Minis- 
ter Toshiki Kaifn warned his na- 
tion in a televised appearance 
that the coming economic 
changes could “in some cases be 
painful' 1 but would lead to an 
improved quality of fife. 

Kaifu told reporters the prom- 
ised package of reforms would 
benefit not only the United States 
and Japan, “but also the whole 
world, serve to prevent the rise of 
protectionism, and thus contri- 
bute to the steady development 
of the world economy.” 



Some Japanese commentators 
have berated their government 
for relying on U.S. and other 
■ outside pressure to make reforms 
! it is too weak to push through on 
its own. They said such reforms 
could strengthen Japan's eco- 
nomy in ways that would make it 
an even more formidable. 

The unprecedented agreement 
followed four days of marathon 
bargaining in Washington. The 
talks, known as the structural 
impediments initiative, were de- 
vised by the administration last 
July as a way to attack the under- 
lying reasons for America's $49 
billion trade deficit with Japan. 

For the first time, representa- 
tives of sovereign states set about 
reviewing each other’s economic 
faflinp and making suggestions 
for changes. 

From tile lengthy lists supplied, 
both governments drafted a set of 
commitments that they would be 
willing to make. 

Tbe Japanese proposals, if im- 
plemented, would be much more 
far-reaching in their impact than 
the U.S. proposals, which essen- 
tially recycled past administrative 
initiatives. 

But members of Congress said 
they remained to be convinced 
that the Japanese were serious 
about making tbe changes needed 
to open their markets to more 
foreign goods. 


George Bush 

“Put me down as a sceptic who 
has seen too many (Japanese) 
agreements in which the results 
didn’t match the rhetoric,” said 
Senator Lloyd Eentsen, the 
Democrat who chairs the Senate 
Finance Committee. 

In its 22-page list of promise, 
the U.S. side said it would work 
to balance the federal budget, 
improve the U.S. educational sys- 
tem and boost incentives for per- 
sonal savings. 

Tokyo, in a 32-page list of 
promises that turned out to be 
more comprehensive than many 
critics had expected, pledged to* 
alter the closed-door policies 
Japanese businesses have long 
employed to keep out foreign 
competition. 

In Japan, among the more con- 
troversial elements of the agree- 
ment was a promise to open the 
economy to large stores. 

“The decision will do nothing 
but weaken minor retailers, de- 
vastate shopping districts, and 
slow down economic and cultural 
development of the community.” 
the Federation of Specialty Stores 
Associations said in a statement 
Friday. The federation, which 
claims a membership of 50,000 
small retailers, said it would fight 
the change. 

Tbe Ministry of Trade says 
Japan has 1.6 million retail shops 
with fewer than 50 employees, 
and 800,000 tiny “mom-and-pop” 
stores. 

Yuri Takada, chairwoman of 
the Housewives' Association. 
told Kyodo News Service: “Be- 
cause discussions have been made 
in dosed meetings, we feel as if 
we were totally left out.” 

Japan now requires the consent 
of small neighbouring shops be- 
fore a big store can open, a 
process that can take 10 years. 
U.S. officials say the law impedes 
entry of foreign stores, and that 
larger Japanese shops are more 
likely to sell imported products. 

Japan’s large retailers also have 
protested the restrictions. 


Toshiki Kaifu 

Japanese officials said Japan 
agreed to improve implementa- 
tion of the law immediately, re- 
vise it next year and then review 
it again in another two years. 

If improvement is not seen 
then, specific areas of the country 
would be exempted from tbe law, 
they said. 

In many ways, the Japanese list 
of proposals sound like a bluep- 
rint for transforming a work- 
obsessed, thrifty country into a 
nation more like America — with 
more leisure time, expanded op- 
tions to buy consumer goods at 
lower prices and more access to 
personal credit. 

Administration officials said 
that while Americans have de- 
veloped an inferiority complex 
over Japan’s economic prowess, 
they too often forget tbe high 
price Japanese consumers have 
bad to pay for their nation’s trade 
superiority. 


“It has resulted in a standard of 
living that the American people 
wouldn’t trade for." said Under- 
secretary of State Richard 
McCormack, the bead of tbe 
U.S. delegation. “We live far 
better, we have far better houses, 
we have far better access to pro- 
ducts that are much cheaper.” 

The agreement on reducing 
structural barriers was the latest 
in a string of trade concessions 
that Japanese government has 
made since Kaifu and Bush met 
in California in early March. 

In the past two weeks, nego- 
tiators have readied agreements 
to expand markets for American- 
made telecommunications equip- 
ment, satellites and supercompu- 
ters. 

The flurry of agreements was 
seen by some as a last- minute 
effort by die Japanese to avoid 
being targetted again this year as 
unfair traders. That designation 
means tbe administration could 
retaliate by doubling the tariffs 
on selected Japanese goods sold 
in the United States. 


Egyptian economy sluggish 
in 1988/89 — central bank 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt, strug- 
gling to cope with heavy fore- 
ign debt and foreign exchange 
shortages, said economic 
growth slowed last year and 
blamed external factors for the 
downturn. 

Giving the first overall offi- 
cial picture of Egypt's econo- 
mic performance in 1988-89, 
the central bank said both the 
budget deficit and trade and 
balance of payments deficits 
increased for tbe year which 
ended June 30. 

In its latest annual report, 
obtained by Renters this week, 
tbe bank blamed the poor per- 
formance on a decrease in 
financial aid from international 
donors and bad farm harvests. 

“Tbe decline stems mainly 
from negative effects of out- 
side elements. Terms for trade 
exchanges were not in favour 
of the national economy,” the 
report said. 

“Net financial flows from 
donor nations have also de- 
clined. This was coupled with 
unfavourable conditions for 
the agricultural sector,” it 
added. 

The report said preliminary 
figures showed a budget deficit 
of 8.2 billion Egyptian pounds 


($3.1 billion), 13.8 per cent up 
on tbe previous year. Prelimin- 
ary figures have traditionally 
greatly underestimated tbe size 
of the budget deficit. 

And the trade deficit widened 
to $7.53 billion from 6.57 billion 
tbe year before. 

Egypt stopped repayments 
on much of its foreign debt in 
July 1988 and has been bolding 
talks since then with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF), and World Bank on a 
package of economic reforms. 

It needs IMF approval be- 
fore it can reschedule some of 
its foreign debt, estimated to 
total $50 billion. 

Bur with no agreement yet 
-signed, it has been running an 
increasingly hand-to-mouth ex- 
istence as foreign creditors^le- 
mand repayment of outstand- 
ing debt before giving fresh 
aid. 

In a report underlining the 
extent of Egypt's economic 
problems, the bank said gross 
domestic prodoct (GDP) grew 
by five per cent to 45.4 billion 
pounds ($17.13 billion at cur- 
rent rates) in 1988/89, com- 
pared to 5.9 per cent the year 
before. 

Diplomats say official fi- 


gures tend to over-estimate the 
extent of real GDP growth, 
and have said there may 
actually have been little or no 
growth in 1987/88. 

Growth in the agricultural 
sector — accounting for about 
20 per cent of GDP — fell to 
2.4 per cent from 3.4 per cent, 
due to poorer cotton and rice 
harvests. 

Exports dropped to S2L55 
billion from 3.27 billion be- 
cause of cheaper world oil 
prices. Tbe current account de- 
ficit also rose to $5.70 billion 
from $4.63 trillion. 

The IMF has prescribed a 
tough programme to rescue tbe 
Egyptian economy, pushing 
Cairo to raise interest rates, 
devalue the Egyptian pound 
and cut its budget deficit. 

The government, while 
agreeing in principle with 
many of the reforms , has 
argued about the timescale, 
saying that too rapid changes 
could unleash social unrest. 

However, Cairo has made 
progress in parallel talks with 
the World Bank and has 
announced tentative plans to 
sell off parts of its huge public 
sector — a key World Bank 
recommendation. 


Romania seeks Investment 
to build a market economy 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania,' 
flooded with short-term relief aid 
since December’s revolution, 
seeks up to $2 billion a year in 
long-term credits and investment 
to build a market economy , a 
senior official said Friday. 

Following Eastern Europe’s 
bioodist revolt against Commun- 
ist rule, Romania would still need 
emergency supplies, especially 
medicine and hospital equip- 
ment. government aid chief 
Eugen Dijmanescu too Id a news 
conference. 

"We need a tremendous 
amount of foreign assistance," he 
said. 

More than 75,000 tonnes of 
food, clothes, medicine and other 
relief aid from foreign charities, 
governments, companies and in- 
dividuals in 46 countries have 
poured into Romania since Sta- 
linist dictator Nicolae Ceausescu 


was ousted in a revolt stoked by 
acute shortages. 

Trucks and trains come in 
almost daily, mainly from the 
west, carrying goods ranging 
from contraceptives to complete 
clinics, from old clothes to type- 
writers, from milk powder to 
toys. 

West Germany has pumped in 
free electricity to end power cuts. 

"I cannot say when the 
emergency stage will end.” Di- 
jmanescu said. “We still need a 
lot of support in things like medi- 
cine. medical equipment, food, 
clothing, fodder for animals.” 

But in the next few years, as 
Romania moves from a state-run 
to a free enterprise economy, it 
would need $1.5 billion to $2 
billion a year in investment, cre- 
dits and aid, she said. 

Petru Rates, another official in 
the government aid commission. 


said Romania would be compet- 
ing with Poland, Hungary and 
other East European countries to 
get its share of western assist- 
ance. 

“It's a kind of competition be- 
tween all East European coun- 
tries to get what they can as well 
and as profitably for them,” he 
said. 

Dijmanescu said the need for 
foreign credits to back projects to 
be agreed between foreign and 
Romanian firms might mean that 
Romania — which cleared its 
foreign debts under Ceausescu’s 
austerity policies — would get 
back into debt. 


“This government and any gov- 
ernment which will follow will act 
in the same way.” he said. Free, 
multi-party elections for a new 
president and parliament are due 
May 20, 


Iran 

Iseeks 


foreign 
investment! 


NICOSIA (AP) — A senior Ira- 
nian official said Thursday that 
lists of projects for which foreign 
investment were needed have 
been sent to Iranian missions 
worldwide. 

Morteza Alviri, head of the 
parliament’s Plan and Budget 
Commission, told the AP that 
any country with which Iran bad 
diplomatic relations could invest 
in Iran. 

But he said priority would be 
given to companies which offered 
training, transferred technology 
and made maximum use of Ira- 
nian resources. 

Alviri admitted that in the par- 
liamentary debates on the five- 
year plan, which was approved in 
January, about 80 of tbe 270 
representatives had opposed the 
government’s plan to seek foreign 
investment. 

Hardliners in tbe Iranian 
hierarchy demand a more central- 
ised economy and oppose foreign 
investment because they say this 
will plunge Iran into an endless 
cyde of debt. 

Alviri said foreign investments 
were encouraged, but no straight 
loans would be sought 

He said foreign investments 
would be paid back by income 
generated from projects in which 
die investments were made. 

Alviri said Iranian factories 
were working at 30 per cent 
capacity, and that boosting pro- 
duction was one of the govern- 
ment’s major concerns. 

He said another major task was 
to designate a realistic exchange 
rate for the rial, which is kept 
artificially inflated at 70 rials to 
tbe dollar. 

That rate is artificial because 
on a free market bass tbe rial 
trades at 1,300 to the dollar or 
more. 

Alviri said the solution is prob- 
ably devaluation but “the time we 
win do this has not been final- 
ised.” 

Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani has said his country 
will seek $27 billion in foreign 
investments in the framework of 
a five-year plan to resusdate tbe 
ailing economy. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, April 5, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


Bay Sdl 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Oeutscbemarfc 
Swiss franc 


670.0 674.0 
1102.8 1109.4 

394.0 396.4 
445.6 448J 


French franc 117.3 118.0 

Japanese yea (for 100) 424.6 427.1 
Dutch guilder 350.0 352.1 

Swedish crown 109.2 109.9 

Italian lira (for 100) 53.6 53.9 

Belgian franc (for 10) 190.6 191.7 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against tbe dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.6390/6400 
1.1670/80 
1.6970/77 
1.9090/9100 
1.5000/10 
35.05 /10 
5.7000/50 
1247/1248 
157.32/42 
6.1325/75 
6.5600/50 
6.4800/50 

One ounce of gold 378.60/379.10 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Australia’s share market dosed firmer in lethargic 
trade with a strong Japanese market providing the only real 
impetus locally. The All-Ordinaries Index finished up 73 at 
1,512.9. 

TOKYO — Active institutional buying of domestic issues and 
bursts of futures-related buy programmes shot the key Nikkei 
Index to a dose of 29,278.78 up 1,029.72 pts. 

HONG KONG — Profit-taking centring on blue chips brought 
Hong King’s Hang Seng index off late-morning highs to dose 
slightly lower at 2,956.12, down 4.76. 

SINGAPORE — The stock market dosed on a weak note as share 
prices continued to fall over a broad front for the third straight 
day. The Straits Times Index was down 20.07 at 1,503.30. 

BOMBAY — Share prices fell for tbe second day in a row on 
heavy profit-taking by institutional investors, brokers said. Tbe 
Bombay Stock Exchange index dropped 23.70 pewits to 770.74. 

FRANKFURT — Shares dosed 0.5 per cent lower, after prices 
looked set to challenge record levels early in the session. The Dax 
slipped 10.55 to 1,947.84. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed firmer near the day’s highs in lively 
trade. Dealers said the strong recovery in Tokyo stocks supported 
sentiment. The SPI Index ended 8 J up at 1,084.2. 


PARIS — Share prices surged to new highs by midday with 
dealers euphoric over the outlook for the French economy. The 
CAC-40 Index was up 45.75 at 2,073.81 by 1000 GMT. 
LONDON — Shares were easier and near the day’s lows in early 
afternoon, partly u nderm ined by easier sterling against tbe dollar 
and the marie. The FTSE Index was down 18.0 at 1600 GMT at 
2221.5. 


NEW YORK — Futures- linked selling erased early stock price 
gains that were mainly prompted by weaker than expected March 
U.S. employment data. The Dow fell 16 to 2705. 


horoscope 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY APRIL ?. •**> 

By nomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll ^g r Rga ' K to '^ 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: To- 
day is fine for setting op matters 
already begun with other persons 
and any and aU cooperative plans 
Yield to your desire to produce 
results and go after what you want 
with enthuaasm. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Tbe daytime is excellent for mak- 
ing new arrangements where 
associates are concerned and then 
in the evening you can pat in 
motion specific details. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Much activity of a meticulous and 
fine nature can be done by you 
today after which you can gel into 
the public eye and make excellent 
progress. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 1 All 

sorts of interesting entertainment 
is now available to you so get 
appointments made and tonight do 
whatever activities have been put 
aside. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can handle whatever 
pernios to home and family mat- 
ters very well after which get off to 
some new amusements and have a 
wonderful time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) T aflt 
out whatever interesting ideas en- 
tering your consciousness today 
with those who can help material- 
ise them and in evening do what 
family desires. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Put yourself in the position 


where vos can add w your present 
income by whatever figin 
ait available and rod make qras 
progress. 

LIBRA: (Septemhci 23 Id October 
22) Be un tbe lockout tot ihe 
dungs you want the most os they 
are at your fingertips today, then « 
evening get into mafcng better 
budgeting of assets. 

SCORPIO. (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Private plans of ail 
can be organised w you gw* them 
more quickly and satisfactorily af* 
ret which you can get you petvosal J 
affairs in order. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 2i) Whatever yea have 
m mind of a worldly nature ■tb&dsi 
be put into motion in a confidential 
mann er using the day sod night go 
after more rmimate turns. 
CAPRICORN: (December 72 to 
January 201 You find one who 
admires you will aid you to gain the, 
personal conditions that you dr- | 
sic. then you can be with attach- 
ment for quiet happiness.. 
AQUARIUS: { January 21 to Febru-z' 
ary 19) Listen to what your active 
qualities tells yo“ *' a ** 

progress and then make big shades 
towards this, which can tites -be 
used in public. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mwrir 
20) You cm £et into whatever 
promises you have mode and c ar r y 
through with case and efficiency 
after which gel off to new interests, 
make theta yours. 


THE Daily Crossword bv Kcgcr Cchr-m 


ACROSS 
1 Be jam- 
packed 
5 Imooster 
9 Ponder 

13 Girl o/ "Greer. 
Mansions” 

14 Khan tar one 

16 Nautical call 

17 Munitions 

IB Rough-edged 

19 Kind of rone 

20 Essentials 
meaUnse 

23 SASH e.g. 

24 Pleasant 

25 Lush 

29 Roving for 
adventure 
32 Tampa's s!. 

34 Skip over 
36 Spooky 
3? Colleen 

39 Make clothes 

40 Cupola 

41 Mountain spur 
43 'Many — is 

tost..." 

(Franklin) 

46 

47 Caribbean 
country 

49 -Looking — 
life" (Bailey) 

51 Movie 

53 Audition 

54 Hanpy man 

62 Competent 

63 'Time — ol 
joint" 

(Shakespeare) 

64 Peel 

65 Pig 

66 Chutzpah 

67 TVs Gray 

68 Additions 

69 Legal paper 

70 Cull 


■ 

a 

a 

■ 

H 

a 

m 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

m 

■ 

■ 

■ 



. *seB Mesc Senses, v:. 
aii P.jva «* r a >ine 


DOWN 


8 Funny Jack- 

9 Walken 
guickly 

10 .Dayton'S state 

it City on the 
Tiber 

12 Ogles 

15 Fit a ioose 
lace 

21 Poker money 

22 Farm area 

25 Bright 
UgM 

26 Canvas holder 

27 Actress Bonet 

28 Watery 
swelling 

30 Bouquet 

31 Fr. city 

32 Youth 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



London trolley 33 Dieters 


Ireland 

3 Ms Lazarus 

4 Expert 

5 Lettering aid 

6 Rigorous 

7 Surmounting 


concern 
35 Sheep 
38 Labels 
42 Singer 
Pinza 

44 Urged on 


45 Dissembler 
48 !n conclusion 
Fr. 

50 "The — ol 
Wrath" 

52 Facilitated 
54 Boring 
punches 


55 — ben Adhern 

56 Seafood item 

57 Knowledge 

56 "Mv — >s tike 
a ..” ! Burr. st 

59 Challenge 

60 — the Red 
51 Dispatched 


THE BETTER HALT 

V 


By Harris 



“Hello, Veterinary Clinic? I’d 
like to have my wife's person- 
ality de-clawed!” 


that scrambled word game 
® by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

UnacramblelheaefourJumbies. 


one letterto each square, to form 
tour onSnary words. 


SYSU! 

— 



□ 




HAGUL 



> \ 


LUBBEA 


XE 


□ 


MILTEG 


zc 




answer, as suo- 
SNUted by the above eartooru^ 




Yesterday's 


tomorrow) 

JumhtoK S0CTY MINER PLOVER DULCET 
Anwar. A man usually cant think straight when ha 
only ties IWa — CURVES ONhSwnD 


A- 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* A 5 2 
T 9 7 

V J 7 4 

* K 6 5 4 2 

WEST EAST 

* K J 10 9 7 3 *Q 

7 J 3 9 K 10 5 

' A 8 5 •? Q 10 6 3 2 

4 J 8 4 Q 10 9 3 

SOUTH 
4 8 6 4 
v A Q 8 6 4 2 
C K 9 

* A 7 
The bidding: 


NEW STAR SHINES BRIGHTLY 

Wed North East Sooth 

2 4 Pass Pass 3 9 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 4 
In the final of the Venice Cup, the 
U.S Women’s Team trailed the 
Netherlands going into the last 
quarter of the match, but recovered 
splendidly to win the world title. 
However, the Dutch can take heart 
from the performance of the new- 
comers to their international team. 
Watch the technique of Ellie Bakker 
in this contract. 

After a weak two-spade opening 
by West, South’s balancing bid of 
three hearts bought the contract. 


CSnema 


Tel: 625155 ■§ 

RAINBOW | 

FATAL ATTRACTION I 


After the lead of the jack of clubs, it 
n ri ghf seem that declarer must lose 
two spades, two diamonds and a 
trump. But declarer read the hand 
beautifully and, with the help of a 
loser-on-loser play, brought, home 
her contract. 

The opening club lead was taken 
in the dosed hand and the ace of 
hearts was cashed. Declarer crossed 
to the king of clubs and a second 
trump was led from dummy. East 
tried the ten, but declarer covered 
with the queen and, when that won, 
continued a trump to force out the 
king. 

East shifted to the queen of 
spades. Declarer took the ace and 
led a dub from the table, discarding 
a spade from band. East could do 
no better than lead her last dub, but 
declarer again refused to ruff. In- 
stead, she duffed her remaining 
spade. 

Now East was down to nothing 
but diamonds, so that defender had 
no choice but to break the suit. 

Since West was likely to hold an ace 

for a vulnerable weak two-bid, de- 
clare/ elected to play low from 
hand.. When that fetched the ace, 
declarer had held her losers to one 
trump, one diamond and two dubs! 


Palace goalkeeper 
banishes memory 
of 9-0 defeat 


Rookie shoots near-record 
64 to lead 1990 Masters 


LONDON (R) — When Liver- 
pool played Crystal Palace in the 
English soccer league late last 
year they won 94) and shattered 
Perry Suckling’s goalkeeping 
career. 

Nielf Martyn, Suckling's re- 
placement at Crystal Palace, is 
unlikely to emulate his unhappy 
predecessor when the teams meet 
again in an F.A. Cup semifinal at 
Villa Park Sunday. 

“I haven’t spoken to Perry 
about it and I don’t think 1 want 
to. I'm inot thinkin g about the 9-0 
match at all,” he said. 

“The most I have ever con- 
ceded in a game is four, and that 
has been with Palace this sea- 
son,” said English soccer's first 
one million pound sterling ($1.6 
million) goalkeeper. 

Manager Steve Coppell signed 
the England B ‘keeper from third 
division Bristol Rovers in the 
aftermath of the Liverpool match 
to plug his team’s glaring defen- 
sive gaps. 

Martyn had his first taste of the 
league leaders' awesome attack- 
ing strength in the return league 
match in January, which Palace 
lost 2-0 although they dominated 
much of the game. 

“I am not worried or nervous 
— I'm just really excited. This is 
the biggest game I have played in 
and that indudes representing 
England in B internationals and 
at nnder-21 level." 

“We are hoping that we will be 
keeping a dean sheet Sunday, 
and although everyone has. writ- 
ten ns off there is a quiet but 


determined' mood,” be said. 

Manchester United clay the 
other F.A. Cup semifinal against 
second division local rivals Old- 
ham Athletic, who have won 
widespread praise despite losing 
their last three league games. 

“I have great respect for Old- 
ham and for what they have 
achieved. In my look they are 
without doubt the team of the 
season,” said United manager 
Alex Ferguson Friday. 

Ferguson, enjoying the un- 
accustomed luxury of wondering 
whether to play England stars 
Bryan Robson and Neil Webb 
from the start, knows defeat at 
neutral nearby Maine Road 
would add to the doubts lingering 
over this tenure at Old Trafiford. 

“The match could involve extra 
time which is an additional factor 
I have to consider when I pick the 
team,” he said. 

“Bryan Robson has really 
tested himself over the last 10 
days and is looking strong. There 
just remains the question about 
his sharpness. The same applies 
to Neil Webb.” 

From only six first division ties 
Saturday, the match of the day is 
likely to be Nottingham Forest, 
thrashed 4-0 by Everton in mid- 
week, at home to Tottenham. 

Aston Villa, in second place 
three points behind Liverpool, 
have had their league match 
against third-placed champions 
Arsenal moved forward to mid- 
week to meet live television de- 
mands. 


AUGUSTA, Georgia (R) - 
Journeyman Mike Donald, who 
never dreamed of playing so well, 
shot a dream-like eight-under-par 
64 Thursday to lead the first 
round of the 1990 Masters. 

“When you’re a kid growing up 
you always dream about playing 
in the Masters,” Donald said 
after his amazing round in his 
maiden Masters. “I never played 
that good (in my dreams).” 

“All I can say is that was the 
round of my life,” the 34-year-old 
Donald said after he combined 
brilliant shot-making with some 
luck to come within one stroke of 
the course record for the Augusta 
National Golf Cub's 6,905-yard 
course, home of the Masters since 
1934. 

Donald, an 11-year pro, posted 
seven birdies in nine, holes in the 
□riddle of his round to take a 
two-stroke lead over John Hus- 
ton, who was also playing in his 
first Masters. Peter Jacobsen was 
another stroke back at 67- 

Like Donakl, neither Huston 
nor Jacobsen made a bogey. 

Bill Britton, who eagled the 
405-yard 14th home, posted a 68 
and was the only other player to 
break 70 on a day when many of 
the world’s best golfers seemed to 
struggle. 

Paul AzingeT, second leading 
money winner on the U.S. tour, 
shot an eight-over 30 after mak- 
ing a 10 on the 465-yard, par-five 
13th hole. 

While Azinger was enduring 
that nightmare, Donald was liv- 
ing a dream come true. 

After opening with three pars, 
thanks to two good chip shots, he 
ran off three consecutive birdies 



TO LET 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTA SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
please call. 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Weal Reel Estate 
Tel: 810609. 810005 


Furnished or unfurnished roof in Abdoun. 

Interested please call Al Sukkar Office Tel: 
849903 


HOUSE WANTED 

Wanted house with garden and two floors. One for office 
and the other for residence. No more than five years old. 
Centric area.- Deal only with owner. 

Phone call No. 644829 from ten to six In the 
evening. 


The International Tripartite Establishment for Commerce requires 
the services of a Jordanian, saleswoman, holding a certificate of 
FEMALE assistant pharmacist, or having an experience in marketing cosme- 

tics. Salary is commensurate with qualifications and experience. 

EMPLOYEE WANTED Por details please call 645948 


Furnished flat for rent — ground floor with garden and 
Cl IRNIRHED garage — flat is 1 80 square metres — 3 bedrooms — two 

rwmiimii-w bathrooms — large lounge — separate boiler. 

FLAT FOR RENT Telephone 821220, 4-8 p.m. only 


More than 1 00 furnished premises between apartments, 
FURNISHED roofs, & villas available for immediate rent in the western 

district of Amman, Interested please call immediately. 

PREMISES M _ 

Al sukkar Office tel 



iris* 



On the occasion of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan 


Al Ahli 
Fun Fair City 

Invites you to spend the most beautiful 
nights, using its very amusing and most 
recent equipment, and enjoying the new 
and interesting games, which suit bothjhe 
__ children and the adults. 

7 


Al Ahli Fun Fair City 


Receives you everyday after Iftar and 
until 1 o’clock after midnight 


AL AHLI FUN FAIR CITY 

Amman. Ras Al Ain, Tel. 776117, 776116 


with puts of 40, 20 and IS feet on 
the 4th through 6th holes. 

“After that I felt I had a cush 
(cushion)," said Donald, who 
just miss ed an eight-foot birdie 
putt on number 7. 

He closed out the front nine 
with a 20-foot birdie at the 8th 
hole and a chip-in of 40 feet on 
the 9th. “i was just trying to get 
dose,” he admitted. 

Donald’s front nine of 31 was 
just one stroke off the course 
record. 

He started the back nine by 
sinking a six-footer for a birdie 
and saved par at 11 with a sand 
shot to eight feet after slicing his 
drive right through some big pine 
trees. 

Donald, who also led the first 
round of the 1984 U.S. Open only 
to finish “about 35th,” then bir- 
ched the par-three 12th with a 
putt of 1-172 feet. 

“I was just trying to get it on 
the green," be said of his seven- 
iron tee shot on the 155-yard 12th 
hole — the heart of Augusta 
national's famous Amen Comer. 

Donald’s final birdie came at 
the 500-yard L5th whpn, playing 
conservatively, he laid up with his 
second shot and gave himself a 
four-foot birdie putt with a 77- 
yard sand wedge shot from the 
fairway. 

Donald’s 64 was one shot off 
the course record of 63 that was 
posted by Nick Price of Zim- 
babwe in 1986. 

“1 was hoping I didn’t shoot a 
bad round,” Donald said of his 
first Masters appearance. 


Seven players posted 70s on a 
warm, sunny day which grew 
increasingly windy, including for- 
mer Masters champions Ber- 
nhard Lange r of West Germany 
and Larry Mize and back-to-back 
U.S. Open winner Curtis 
Strange. 

Masasbi (Jumbo) Ozaki of 
Japan, who Tied for sixth in last 
year’s U.S. Open, was also at 70. 

Defending champion Nick Fal- 
do of Britain, who had five bir- 
dies and four bogeys, was among 
eight players who shot one-under 
71. 

Thirteen players matched par, 
including 50-year-old Jack Nick- 
laus, fresh off a victory in bis first 
Senior tournament last week. 

“Seventy-two is not a bad 
round today,” said Nicldaus, who 
has won the Masters six times, 
two more than anyone else. 
“Those few (leading) scores don’t 
really tell the story of today. It 
got a lot tougher as the day went 
on.” 

Joining Nicldaus at 72 were 
three members of Europe's victo- 
rious 1989 Ryder Cup team, Ian 
Woosnam of Britain, Jose -Mari a 
Olazabal of Spain and Briton 
Ron an Rafferty, and Australians 
Wayne Grady and Peter Senior. 

Another Australian, Greg Nor- 
man, who was a heavy pre- 
tournament favourite, got off to 
yet another poor Masters start. 

Playing for the first time with 
Nicklaus, his mentor and good 
friend, he bogeyed three of the 
first four boles and staggered in 
with a 78. 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 

HOLY WEEK + EASTER SERVICES: 

PALM SUNDAY — 8/4/90 8 a.m. Holy Communion 

6 p.m. Family Communion 

with Blessings of Palms 

MAUNDY THURSDAY — 1 2/4/90 5 p.m. Commemora- 

tion of the Last Supper with Washing of the Feet. 
GOOD FRIDAY — 13/4/90 6 p.m. Arabic/English Ser- 

vice 

HOLY SATURDAY — 14/4/90 6:30 p.m. Easter Vigil & 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows. 

EASTER DAY — 15/4/90 6 a.m. Mount Nebo Service 

6:30 p.m. Easter Family 
Communion. 

Tel: 628543 


SCHOOL 

The American Community School is accepting applications for:- 

1. Counsetor/College Placement teacher, must be certified. 

2. Assistant Librarian - should be able to use the computer, 
knowledge of library science helpful. 

3. Receptionist - pleasant phone manner essential, typing and 
abiliity to use computer essential. 

4. School Nurse - Nurses training essential, degree preferred. 

5. Accountant - Computer skills essential, knowledge of book 
keeping essential, supervised by the Business Manager. 

Please call 813944/013946 for an application. Interview 

appointments will be scheduled after all applications 

are In. Deadline for applications April 16th. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
Commodity Import Programme 

(CIP) 

Attention: Private Sector Importers 
and Locai Banks 

Approximately $5 million in foreign exchange is available 
in Commodity Import Programme (CIP) Letter of Credit 
financing on a first-come, first served basis to private 
sector Jordanian importers for eligible imports of U.S. 
make or manufacture. Priority will be given to imports of 
raw materials and intermediate goods. 

This financing is available at interest rates ranging from 8 
to 12 per cent, downpayments of 10 per cent and is 
payable over periods as follows: 

1 up to one (1) year for raw materials and intermediate 
goods. 

2. Up to three (3) years for capital goods. 

To apply. Importers should make applications to 
their local banks and request CIP financing. For 
additional Information, Importers or banks may 
call USAID/Jordan at Tel. No. 604171 and request 
to talk with CIP Office Personnel. 


PpfrttWMTVct. 3 JO. 8:30. !030 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


DRAGNET 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 


Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


Cinema 


BUD SPENCER-IN 
BUDDY GOES WEST 


ft*ftraann«330, 830. 1030 


Performances: 330, 830, 1030 


Farid Shawql, Suhalr 
Ramzl, Farouq Al Flshawi 
In 

THE SERVANT 

(Arabic) 

TV - rf h r min vvat- 330, 830. 1030 . 

Friday & Sunday extra show at 11:00 a. 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 



,nmm 


Eddie Murphy — In 


COMING TO 


Performance*; 330, 830. 1030 
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Natal factional fighting claims 10 lives 

New violence flares despite 
S. African accord on peace talks 


JOHANNESBURG, Sooth Africa <AP) New 
fighting between black factions in Natal Friday left 
at least 10 people dead, despite pleas for' peace from 
President F.W. de Klerk and ANC leader Nelson 


from jail. The president says be 
wants to share political power 
with blacks and end all judicial 
forms of racial segregation. 

The two leaders said a date for 
new talks would be announced 
shortly. The Citizen newspaper 
reported Friday that De Klerk 
and Mandela agreed to start for- 
mal talks on April 25. Govern- 
ment officials coaid not be 
readied for comment. 

The government has warned 
that the wave of violence sweep- 
ing South Africa in recent weeks 
poses a major threat to political 
stability and negotiations on en- 
ding white-minority rale. De 
Klerk's meeting with Mandela 
and a decline in violence in recent 
days stirred hopes that the unrest 
was subsiding. 

The ANC had pulled out of 
talks planned for April 11 to 
protest police firing on a black 
protest March 25. Nine people 
were killed in the confrontation. 

Many South African officials 
and observers believe the ANC 
cancelled the meeting because of 
disagreement within its ranks ab- 
out how to proceed with negotia- 
tions. It was to have been the 
government's first such meeting 


De Klerk and Mandela agreed 
in Cape Town to go ahead with 
talks on ending white-minority 
rule. The two leaders hailed the 
agreement as a breakthrough and 
called for an end to violence that 
has left hundreds dead in recent 
weeks. 

The clashes pit rival Zulu fac- 
tions of the conservative Inkatha 
Movement against the United 
Democratic Front (UDF), which 
is allied to the ANC. Both groups 
oppose apartheid, but differ over 
tactics and plans for a future 
South Africa. 

De Klerk said Thursday night 
the two leaders discussed the 
political violence “frankly and 
dearly ... 1 had the impression 
that there is a general agreement 
that violence had to come to an 
end and that there was a need for 
creating an atmosphere in which 
normal political processes could 
take place." 

The ANC is calling for an end 
to the state of emergency and 
other measures before it agrees to 
full-scale talks. 

De Klerk legalised the ANC 
and other outlawed black opposi- 
tion groups in February, shortly 
before Mandela was released 


with an ANC delegation. 

In addition to Mandela, De 
Klerk had been scheduled to 
meet Thursday with six homeland 
leaders, but four did not attend. 

Mandela denied De Klerk's 
charge that the ANC pressured 
tribal homeland leaders not to 
meet with the government. 

Mandela and other ANC lead- 
ers have called for unity among 
all black political factions in order 
to present a solid front. The ANC 
says dividing black South Afri- 
cans into 10 tribal areas deprives 
blacks of their citizenship, land 
ownership and work rights and 
leaves the majority of the country 
for whites. 

On Thursday, Venda. the 
smallest of the so-called indepen- 
dent homelands, reportedly be- 
came the third of South Africa’s 
four nominally independent 
homelands to experience a milit- 
ary coup in the past two and a 
half years. The fourth, 
Bophuthatswana, underwent an 
attempted coop in February 1988, 
but the president, Lucas Man- 
go pe, was rescued by South Afri- 
can police. 

Of the six homeland leaders 
invited to speak with De Klerk, 
two showed up: Kwazulu Chief 
Minister Mangosuthu Butbelezi 
and Qwaqwa Chief Minister Ken- 
neth Mopeli. Buthelezi heads the 
Inkatha Movement, whose adhe- 
rents have been involved in 
bloody clashes with ANC suppor- 


Thatcher most unpopular leader 
in 50 years, opinion poll says 


LONDON (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher is the most 
unpopular British leader since 
opinion polling started more than 
50 years ago, according to a 
Gallup survey published Friday. 

The Gallup poll, published in 
London's pro-Conservative Daily 
Telegraph newspaper, showed 
only 24 per cent of the voters 
questioned approve of the 64- 
year-old prime minister’s per- 
formance. The Socialist Labour 
Party, with 52.5 per cent support, 
now holds a record 24.5-point 
lead over Mrs. Thatcher’s embat- 
tled Conservative Party, the sur- 
vey indicated. 

The newspaper did not give a 
margin of error for the survey of 
10,1% voters in March. 

Battered by economic troubles 
and a backlash against an un- 
popular new local government 
tax levied on almost all voters, 
Mrs. Thatcher’s ratings have 


been declining for nearly a year. 

She how appears to be in the 
worst political trouble since she 
won power 11 years ago, and 
there is no dear sign of recovery. 

In an unusually outspoken 
speech Friday night. Bank of 
England Governor Robin Leigh- 
Pemberton said that government 
“policy mistakes and forecasting 
error” were partly to blame for 
the rise in inflation, a prime cause 
of the party's present troubles. 

Mrs. Thatcher’s rating was the 
worst by a British leader since 
Gallup began taking polls in 
1938, and was lower than her own 
previous low point in popularity. 
She hit 26 per cent in 1981 as her 
rigorous economic policies began 
to bite. 

Voters said their main com- 
plaints were a new per capita tax, 
dubbed the “poll tax," inlation 
now at 7.5 per cent and expected 
by the government to hit nine per 


cent by late summer, and high 15 
per cent interest rates. 

The low rating for Mrs. 
Thatcher, also dipped farther 
than the Gallup unpopularity rat- 
ings for other British leaders in 
their darkest times. 

For example. Prime Minister 
Neville Chamberlain recorded a 
32 per cent popularity rating in 
May 1940 when his policy of 
appeasing Adolf Hitler failed and 
Britain was in danger of a Nazi 
invasion in World War U. Shortly 
afterward, be was replaced by 
Winston Churchill. 

Labour's Harold Wilson, beset 
by strikes, a falling pound and the 
need to impose higher taxes, sunk 
to a 27 per cent approval rating in 
1968. He lost an election two 
years later. 

In the latest poll, Gallnp 
showed the Conservatives with 28 
per cent support, down three 
points from a month ago. 


Mexican opposition gives up 
town halls after show of force 


JUNGAPEO, Mexico (R) — 
Leftist militants, faced by 
thousands of Mexican troops 
backed by armoured cars and 
light tanks, have abandoned the 
town halls they had occupied for 
months, handing a political vic- 
tory to President Carlos Salinas 
de Gortari. 

“Seventeen town halls have 
been peacefully evacuated," 
State Attorney General Ricardo 
Olor Romero said, adding that no 
injuries had been reported during 
the operation in the Pacific coast 
state of Micfaoacan. 

On Thursday federal officials 
ordered troops into the town 
squares of municipalities 
throughout Micfaoacan where In- 
stitutional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI) used fraud to rob them of 
local offices in December elec- 
tions. 

Before the troops arrived, state 
officials said 20 town balls were 
occupied. 

The troops were sent in two 
days after the governor of 
Michoacan said local officials had 


exhausted other avenues for dis- 
lodging the demonstrators. 

Analysts said the reinforce- 
ment of local police with soldiers 
appeared to be aimed at demon- 
strating to investigators at home 
and abroad that political unrest 
had not bested Salinas. 

Officials said the protesters, 
mostly members of the centre-left 
Party of Democratic Revolution 
(PRD), were disrupting the 
already impoverished economy of 
Michoacan. 

“Investment and employment 
have dropped in these areas. Im- 
portant development projects 
have been cancelled, ranang mas- 
sive immigration to other areas 
and to the United States, a back- 
ground document released by the 
government said. 

Michoacan is stronghold of 
PRD leader Cuauhtemoc Carde- 
nas, whose call to refrain from 
violence as the troops moved in 
apparently reached some suppor- 
ters inside the occupied buildings. 
"We have been told not to 


provoke violence and we're never 
going to disregard Cardenas," 
Ranferi Penalosa said after leav- 
ing the town hall in Ciudad Hidal- 
go, a city of 72,000 people. 

Residents of other towns said 
they were eager to put behind 
them the political disputes that 
have claimed dozens of lives in 
the past year and a half. 

‘T just hope this means peace 
and tranquility in the town,” said 
Cecilia Cendejas, shortly after 
police led away a dozen men who 
surrendered at the town hall in 
this town some 130 kilometres 
west of Mexico City. 

A day before -officials: mobil- 
ised the troops, police in Mexico 
City detained 166 suspected lef- 
tist extremists in connection with 
two murders in the capital earlier 
in the week. 

Opposition politicians de- 
scribed the detentions as a witch- 
hunt against the opposition. The 
city attorney general’s office said 
all hot 25 of those detained had 
been released by late Thursday. 


ters. 

Police said Friday that rival 
Zulu war bands armed with guns, 
knives and sticks dashed around 
Pietermaritzburg m the south 
eastern province. War bands set 
fire to homes and fought on the 
hillsides around black townships 
and dashed with police. 

At least one black man was 
killed when police opened fire on 
a large crowd near Ladysmith, 
according to the state-run South 
African Broadcasting Carp. The 
police also said their patrols had 
been shot at when they tried to 
separate the fighters. 

The fighting broke out after 
two days of relative quiet in the 
region. At least 67 people have 
been killed in the area since last 
week. 

The new fighting appeared to 
be spreading from the Edendale 
area where the dashes had been 
concentrated, police said. 
Heavily-armed army troops were 
helping police to try and restore 
order. 

More than 12,000 refugees, 
mostly women and children, have 
fled the Edendale area. 

ABUJA, Nigeria (R) — The 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) said Thursday the libera- 
tion struggle against apartheid in 
South Africa must go ahead de- 
spite reforms introduced by Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk. 

Colombian 
police 
deactivate 
truck bomb 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 
Police defused a truck bomb con-, 
taming more than half-too of 
dynamite that had been planted 
by drug traffickers hoping to des- 
troy several Mocks of a wealthy 
Bogota neighbourhood. 

Military armour and patrols 
poured out of army bases and 
into the streets minutes after the 
Thursday morning attempt. 

Interior Minister Horado Ser- 
pa, who police said escaped being 
a victim by minutes, called an 
emergency meeting of the 
National Security Council. 

Federal Sen. Federico Estrada, 
who was kidnapped by drug traf- 
fickers last Tuesday in Medellin, 
was released unharmed Thursday 
in that northwestern Colombia 
city, home of Medellin’s cocaine 
cartel. 

In a communique, traffickers 
had threatened to murder him if 
police did not release four of their 
associates. 

Police have denied detaining 
the four, and the reason for 
Estrada’s being freed was not 
dear. 

Gunmen working for the 
Medellin cartel killed another 
policeman Thursday in Medellin, 
bringing to 15 the number of officers 
killed there since Monday. 

Police chief Col. Carlos Alber- 
to Otalora of Medellin says the 
cartel is paying $4,300 for each 
officer killed. 

Most of a surge of violence i 
believed drug-related has been ! 
concentrated in Medellin. 

On Wednesday, gunmen en- 
tered a tavern and began shooting 
indiscriminately. Two doctors, a 
university professor, an engineer 
and two waiters were killed and 
two people wounded. 

Police found five shot bodies at 
a downtown soccer field and 
three bodies on the city outskirts 
of the city. Two bodies were 
found in a northern neighbour- 
hood known as a centre for gangs 
of hired murderers. An off-duty 
soldier was shot dead. 


Pyongyang angry over Seoul overtures to Moscow 


TOKYO (R) — North Korea 
Friday angrily criticised South 
Korea for its efforts to open 
formal ties with the Soviet Union 
and appeared to caution Moscow 
against extending recognition to 
its bitter rival. 

Breaking Pyongyang's silence 
on the recent Moscow visit by 
Kim Young- Sara, one of the lead- 
ers of Seoul's ruling coalition, the 
official daily Rodong Sinmun 
blasted what it called "an anti- 
national, spiittist trip to incite 
confrontation and tension be- 
tween North and South" and 
perpetuate the 45-year division of 
the peninsula. 

Kim re a toed home last week, 
saying President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev told him there were now 
no obstacles to full diplomatic 
relations between Moscow and 
Seoul. The Soviet Union, which 
. backed the Communist North in 
the 1950-53 Korean war remained 
a dose ally, has always refused to 


recognise the South Korean state. 

The editorial, carried by Pyon- 
gyang’s Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) and monitored 
here, said: “The South Korean 
poppets kicked up quite a fuss as 
if (Kim) were back from bunt- 
ing... a big bear and heatedly 
advertised the “results” of bis 
trip. 

“According to the ‘joint state- 
ment" between the Institute of 
World Economy and Internation- 
al Relations of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences and the 
South Korean ‘Democratic Liber- 
al Party’ that came at the end of 
Kim's Moscow trip, the two sides 
at their talks reached the com- 
mon understanding that the nor- 
malisation of relations’ between 
the Soviet Union and South 
Korea” is indispensable. 

“It is a very strange formality 
that something like a ‘joint state- 
ment" was published between an 


‘institute’ and a ‘political party.’ 
And it remains to be seen 
whether it represented an official 
view of the Soviet government,” 
the official daily said. 

In a dear ago of official con- 
cern in Pyongyang at the tom of 
events, the editorial added: 

“It is unthinkable on a normal 
orbit that the Soviet Union will 
involve itself in the ‘two Koreas’ 
policy by ‘recognising’ South 
Korea in contravention of base 
principle.” 

In recent years the booming 
capitalist South has pursued an 
aggressive double-pronged 
“nordpolitik,” aimed at easing 
tensions with the North while at 
the same time opening ties with 
Pyongyang's traditional East Bloc 
allies. 

Virtually all the world’s Com- 
munist states attended the 1988 
Seoul Olympics, despite Pyon- 
gyang's call for a boycott, and the 


past year has seen Seoul establish 
first trade and then full diploma- 
tic relations with a number of 
countries in Eastern Europe. 

While the North reacted in fury 
when Hungary opened an embas- 
sy in the South last year, down- 
grading its own mission in 
Budapest, it has shown greater 
reserve as further dominoes have 
fallen. 

The Soviet Union, which badly 
needs the sort of technology and 
capital that South Korea has to 
offer, has been steadily moving in 
the direction of doser ties. 

Bilateral trade doubled to $599 
million in 1989 froim $290 million 
in 1988. Seoul and Moscow ex- 
changed consular offices earlier 
this year, and under a new air 
services agreement, the two 
countries’ flag camera Aeroflot 
and Korean Air lines last week 
began regular flights between 
their capitals. 


Nepal 
King fires 
premier, 
dissolves 
cabinet 

KATHMANDU (R) — King 
Birendra has fired his prime minis- 
ter and dissolved the cabinet he 
formed just last Sunday for failing 
to deal with swelling pro- 
democracy demonstrations in the 
Himalayan kingdom. Radio Nep- 
al said Friday. 

Birendra named 51-year-old 
Lokendra Bahadur Chand as the 
new prime minister, replacing 
Marieh Man Singh Sbrestha, for 
an interim period of three 
months, the radio said, quoting a 
royal proclamation. 

“The king hopes the new coun- 
cil of ministers will be able to 
hold consultations with people of 
different political beliefs, ’V. the 
radio said. 

Shops were dosed and streets 
deserted in the capital Kathman- 
du after banned political parties 
called a general strike to protest 
egainst a crackdown on political 
dissent and press a campaign for 
multi-party democracy. 

The king blamed the outgoing 
council of ministers for having 
“failed to insure the safety and , 
security of lives and property,” 
Radio Nepal said, quoting the 
proclamation. 

Birendra's government has 
taken a hard line against the 1 
democracy movement in Nepal. 
The monarch dismissed nine gov- 
ernment ministers Sunday be- 
cause they opposed the crack- < 
down. 

The proclamation said the king 
would form a commission (o in- 
vestigate the causes of violence in , 
demonstrations that have killed 
at least 20 people since the cam- 
paign for democracy was laun- 
ched by banned political parties 
in mid-February. 

Another commission will make 
recommendations for political re- 
forms, the proclamation said. 

I The outlawed Nepali Congress 
Party has said 8.000 people have 
been arrested daring the cam- 
paign. The government says 

1.000 are still in detention and 

2.000 have been released. 

Nepalese government workers 

held an unprecedented strike and 
villagers barricaded out police in 
demonstrations Thursday against 
the crackdown on political dis- 
sent. 

About half Nepal's govern- 
ment offices emptied for two 
hours while employees stood out- 
side holding placards backing de- 
mands for reform of the country’s 
non-party electoral system. 

Witnesses said Thursday's 
strikers included the country's 
auditor-general, Narakanta 
Adhikary, appointed by the king 
[ to scrutinise government spend- 
ing. 

Villagers at Kirtipur, a few 
kilometres outside Kathmandu 
and home of a major university 
complex, dug trenches and built 
barricades on approach roads to 
keep out police while some 

10.000 people demonstrated 
against the government 

Witnesses said the town of 
Pa tan, ndghbouring the capital 
Kathmandu, remained a no-go 
area for police Thursday after a 
week of protest there. 

The government says the pre- 
sent system of Pandiayats, or 
non-party elected councils, is 
democratic. It denounces the 
Movement for Restoration of 
Democracy (MRD), a pragmatic 
alliance of the liberal Nepali Con- 
gress Party and seven small Com- 
munist factions, as extremist. 

Four Marxist-Leninist factions, 
which have stayed outside the 
MRD, have called Friday's 
general strike. 


Genscher urges stronger 
trans- Atlantic partnership 


innnn 


BONN (R) — Human rights, free 
elections and protection of 
minorities should be guaranteed 
in word and deed by a European 
security summit due in Novem- 
ber, West German Foreign 
Minister Hans- Dietrich Genscher 
said Friday. 

Genscher told U.S. newspaper 
editors in Washington that the 
planned summit of the 35-nation 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation (CSCE) should set 
up watchdog groups to ensure 
agreed principles are also put into 
practice. 

He also called for a “new trans- 
Atlantic partnership” among the 
United States, Canada and the 
European Community (EC) to 
guide the Western partnership as 
Europe moves towards a new 
identity. 

“The CSCE process must be- 
come a framework of stability for 
the dynamic, dramatic and some- 
times revolutionary develop- 
ments in Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union," Genstiier said, 
according to a text released in 
advance of his speech. 

“The summit opens up the 
possibility of designing perspec- 
tives for a new peaceful order in 
all of Europe." 

The 1975 Helsinki Final Act, 
the CSCE's first blueprint for 
closer East- West cooperation, lis- 
ted promises of freer travel and 
human rights that East European 
states mostly ignored until popu- 
lar protests toppled Communist 
rule there last year. 

Genscher’s proposed watchdog 


bodies would make the CSCE 
states — the United States. Cana- 
da and all European states but 
Albania — accountable for the 
promises they make. 

He called for the Council of 
Europe’s Human Rights Court 
and Human Rights Commission 
to be expanded to Eastern - 
Europe. 

The right to free elections and 
protection of minorities — two 
pledges usually ignored by Com- 
munist states in the past — would 
be guaranteed by independent 
bodies able to review them. 

The foreign minister, currently 
on a visit to Washington and 
Ottawa, also repealed an earlier 
suggestion for the CSCE summit 
to set up European centres for 
conflict management, legal re- 
form, environmental protection, 
economic cooperation, telecom- 
munications, transport and nuc- 
lear research. 

The new trans-Atlantic declara- 
tion, which be discussed with 
Secretary of State James Baker 
Wednesday, would ensure the 
United States “takes part in 
building the common European 
home." 

Noting foreign concerns about 
German unification, Genscher 
reassured his audience that Ger- 
mans wanted to live in peace with 
their European neighbours. 

He expressed understanding 
for Jews who remembered Nov. 9 
not as the date the Berlin Wall 
opened last year or Germany's 
liberal Weimar Republic was 
founded m 1918. 


Troops kill 6 men near 
India-Pakistan border 


SRINAGAR, India (AP) — 
Police sources said Friday that 
security forces killed six men as 
they tried to slip into Pakistan to 
receive military training for Kash- 
mir’s separatist movement. 

The killings, late Thursday, 
took place in the Kupwara dis- 
trict, near India’s border with 
Pakistan, police said. Another 14 
men were arrested and handed 
over to police. 

Police said the men were trying 
to sneak into Pakistan to receive 
military training and buy 
weapons as part of the movement 
for independence in Jaramu- 
Kashmir state. Since Jan. 20, 
when the Indian government 
launched a crackdown on the 
movement, at least 254 people 
have died. 

Most of the victims have been 
Muslim protesters defying curfew 
or militants killed in gun battles 
with security forces. 

India claims Pakistan trains 
and arms the militants but Pakis- 


tan has denied the claim. The two 
countries have fought two wars 
over the region since 1947 when 
both countries won independence 
from British colonial rule. 

In Kashmir’s capital of Srinagar, 
meanwhile, a multi-storey hand- 
icraft centre was gutted in a fire 
Friday and authorities said they 
snspeoed Muslim militants were 
responsible. There were no re- 
ports of injuries. 

Kashmiri militants had earlier 
demanded union with Islamic 
Pakistan but now seek independ- 
ence and the status of a neutral 
country. 

India’s Jammu-Kashmir state, 
which includes the scenic Kash- 
mir Valley in the north and the 
plains of Jammu in the south, is 
India's only state with a majority 
of Muslims. About 64 per cent of 
the state's 6 million people are 
Muslims. Nationwide, Muslims 
comprise -12 per cent of India’s 
880 million people. Hindus 
account for 82 per cenL 


Acquino accepts resignation 
of agrarian reform aide 


MANILA (R) — President Cora- 
zon Aquino accepted Friday the 
resignation of her agrarian re- 
form minister, who was in charge 
of a controversial land reform 
programme. 

Assistant Press Secretary 
Lourdes Sytangco told reporters 
Fknrendo Abad's surprise res- 
ignation pained Aquino. 

‘1 have to look ahead. What's 
more important now is the prog- 
ramme," she quoted the presi- 
dent as saying. 

Aquino has not named a re- 
placement. 

A bad, whose forma] appoint- 
ment had been delayed - by a 
congress dominated by landown- 
ers, tendered his resignation 
Thursday, saying be felt he no 
longer enjoyed Aquino's trust. 

He accused the government of 
lacking sincerity in breaking np 


huge plantations for redistribu- 
tion to fanners. 

A bad was the third agrarian 
reform secretary in nine months. 

Philip Juico was relieved last 
year after his aides were linked to 
a land scam. He was replaced by 
former Immigration Commission- 
er Miriam Santiago, but congres- 
sional leaders refused to confirm 
her. 

Abad's supporters said his res- 
ignation was a triumph of the land- 
ford class and a serious blow to 
agrarian reform, which Aquino 
had described as her administra- 
tion's cornerstone policy to ease 
poverty in this nation of 60 mil- 
lion people. 

The land reform programme 
aims to redistribute 5.34 million 
hectares (about 13 million acres) 
of land to more than three million 
poor farmers. 


NATO probes last possible spy case 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO has 
started probing what may be one 
of its last cold war spy cases and 
officials said Friday it may have 
done enormous damage to the 
Western alliance. 

A 45-year-old cypher officer 
from Bonn’s permanent mission 
to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) is being 
held in West Germany on suspi- 
cion of passing affiance secrets to 
East Germany over a period of 
more than 20 years. 

“We've started an investigation 
here to find out exactly what 
damage has been done,” said one 
official, who asked not to be 
identified. “It could be very se- 
rious.” 

As a cypher officer, the man — 1 
identified only as H.W. by the 
West German federal prosecutor 
— would have seen much impor- 
tant communications traffic to 
and from the West German mis- 
sion, where be "had worked since 
1987. 

“Given the central importance 
of West Germany within the 
alliance, this means that an enor- 
mous amount of damage could 
have been done to our interests,” 
another official said. 

West Germany is NATO's 


frontline state and one of the 
most heavily militarised areas in 
the world. 

The man is alleged to have 
passed on documents on arms 
control negotiations, NATO's re- 
lations with the Communist War- 
saw Fact and East-West German 
political developments. 

The prosecutor's office in Karl- 
sruhe accused the man of “secret 
service agent activity of a particu- 
larly serious nature for an East 
German intelligence service.” 

The case is Seely to be one of 
the last to emerge from the dying 
embers of the cold war, especially 
now that East Germany is a 
democracy rather than a hardline 
Communist state and the Warsaw 
Pact poses no threat to the West, 
officials said. 

The West German prosecutor's 
statement said that during more 
than 20 years of espionage, in- 
cluding three years in the Brus- 
sels job , the man received about 
250,000 marks ($147,000). He 
also wokred in Vienna. 

It alleged that after espionage 
training, the East Germans gave 
him apparatus for decoding radio 
signals and material for secret writ- 
ing. He was given a case with a 


hidden compartment, in which he 
carried copies and photographs of 
documents be gathered. 

West German counter- 
intelligence bosses have said East 
Germans flooding across the bor- 
der since the collpase of the 
Communist regime late last year 
have helped it score a number of 
Bat there have been no indica- 
tions so far as to what led to the 
man being detained. 

The Dutch-language Belgian 
daily De Morgen said Belgian 
police were tipped off by West 
German intelligence and sear- 
ched the man's house in a Brus- 
sels suburb Tuesday after his 
diplomatic immunity was lifted by 
Bonn. 

They at first found nothing, but 
then tuned up ultra-shortwave 
transmitting sets, small suitcases 
with secret code locks, some of 
which had false bottoms, and 
some top secret NATO docu- 
ments, De Morgen said. 

The newspaper said be sent 
some urgent messages by short- 
wave radio to his East German 
controllers but that he also took 
some documents to West Ger- 
many, Switzerland and Austria in 
'suitcases with false bottoms. 


Jackson causes a 
stir at White House 

WASHINGTON (R) — Gas- 
ating more of a commotion than 
most foreign beads of stale, pop 
music king Michael Jackson paid 
a courtesy call on President 
George Bush — luring a news 
media horde, eager White House 
staffers and the presidential dog. 
Millie. Originally, the White 
House was scheduled to bring in a 
small croup of reporters and 
photographers to the Oval Office 
for the traditional photo oppor- 
tunity with a visit dignitary. In- 
tense interest, however, forced a 
change in plans. The picter- 
t airin g session was switched to the 
Rose Garden to accommodate 
more than 100 reporters, photo- 
graphers and television crews de- 
termined to capture key elements 
of the visit. As the news media 
waited for the grand entrance. 
White House staff members 
poured in for a glimpse of the 
guest. Inside the Oval Office, an 
unusual number of flashes could 
be seen going off as staff photo- 
graphers captured the moment on 
film. First lady Barabara Bush 
and her daughter-in-law Mar- 
garet also slipped in for a chat, 
along with Millie, the Engfash 
springer spaniel who could be 
seen excitedly romping around 
the Oval Office floor. 

A kiss is still 
a kiss in Arizona 

PHOENIX, Arizona (R) — A 
kiss is fine, but anything more 
amorous is a serious crime if you 
are under 15 and live in Arizona, 
the state's highest court has 
ruled. Petting, according to the 
ruling, could land teenagers 
under the age of 15 in juvenile 
court, subject to criminal penal- 
ties set by a judges. The five-fc. 
judge Arizona Supreme Court, 
by a narrow three -to- two margin, 
upheld controversial state legisla- 
tion outlawing the steamy activi- 
ties of young teens. The law was 
originally devised to protect 
teenagers from sex molesters and 
Arizona lawmakers are currently 
studying how to rewrite itSvtthoui 
turning the normal activities of 
amorous youngsters Into crimes. 

In a sharply worded dissent on 
the court's ruling Vice Chief Jus- 
tice Stanley Feldman said the 
decision bestowed authority on a 
‘‘massive force of sex police*’ to 
monitor young teenage lovers. 
“Every social worker, counsellor, 
teacher, doctor, psychologist, j 
nurse or parent in Arizona who 
has been told of consentnal pet- 
ting by teenagers must report the 
activity to police,” be said. Under 
current Arizona law any adult 
who becomes aware of teens pet- 
ting must report it to the police. 

Plastic surgeons 
offer Basinger’s lips, 
Mona Liza’s smile 

CHICAGO (R) — Plastic 
surgeons have new techniques 
that offer the luscious lips adorn- 
ing screen star Kim Basinger or 
the pleased countenance that 
graces of the Mona Lisa. To serve 
the cosmetically conscious, site- 
spedfic plastic surgeries can im- 
prove one’s pout or restore one's 
smile without fatty injections or 
full-scale facelifts. Among the in- 
novations presented at the week*^ 
long convention of plastic 
surgeons here were textured sili- 
con implants that produce softer 
enlarged breasts and tiny lasers 
that dissolve the spidery blood 
vessels that show up ia sun- 
damaged skin. The new techni- 
que to thicken thin lips, de- 
veloped by Reza Samiian at the 
Baptist Medical Centre in Jack- 
sonville, Florida, involves making 
several V-shaped incisions in ti** 

Ups inside the mouth and advanc- 
ing some of the lining and muscle 
to create fullness. The cost of 
augmenting both lips 52,000 and 
53,000, and could be considered 
preferable to collagen or fat in- 
jections, which often wear off in 
six months to a year, Mm 
said. 

Swiss seize stolen & 
bust at art fair 

ZURICH (R) — Swiss author 1 
toes have seized a 2,000-year-oH 
marble bust on display at aa art 
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